





SS 





. ——~e - 
‘ en 
Framers NS 


2 


%, 


S 


A 
A 


SSS 
Af ‘ S 


ey 
SERA 
- 
—~s. 
>y ~~ 


~ S 
~ Se 


= 

Ss 

~ 
s 


SS 
ba aed 


ok 


GG 


> 
» 


of 


LESS 
*, 7 
Poe & Le - 


ee 


Lg 
a 


— 
a 
« 


f, f 
MGS, (= 
aD ba 

i 

des. 


é 


BY --- 


— TRE AIR 


WAR DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON 


POET NI EN AER LETRT TSE er FTE 








em grein: mas on 





Mil! 






























































TABLE OF CONTENTS 
-=--900=--— 


Army Airmen Search Grand Canyon for Lost Couple. 

Pursuit Maneuvers by the 95th Pursuit Squadron . 

Aerial Gunnery Prectice Started by 95th Squadron 

Unusual Scores by the 20th Bombardment Squadron. 

Giant Commercial Plene Lands at Wright Field . 

Special Observers' Course Suspended. 

Lindbergh's Class Corresponds. . ‘ se « 
Lighter-than-Air Activities at the Materiel Division a 
Graduation Exercises at Advanced Flying School . 

Altitude Flying at Wright Field. — 

New Bombing Plane Has Short Career... 

Jack Frost Unoopuler at Marshall Field . 

Aeroneuts Organize at Lengley Field. a te 

The Ferry Flight from Wright Field to Panama Canal Sons. 
Administration Building at New Training Center... 

Red Dogs and Improved Flying Gloves. 


Sketch - Proposed Administration Building ‘at Randolph ‘Field, Texas ‘ 


Combined Army and Navy Maneuvers in Panama... . : 
Colsnel Lindbergh's Visit to Panama. , 

Lieut. Donald G. Duke Resigns from Army. . . 

More About the Roof Landing of Airship TC-5. 

Smoke Screen Demonstration at San Antonio. 


Captain Hoyt Makes Record Flight to San Antonio on ‘ee ‘ 


Question Mark Flyers Greeted by Pennsylvania Dignitaries . 
Former Air Coros Officers Become Officials of Curtiss Co.. 
Hopeful Signs for Promotion Legislation. : ‘ 
War Department Orders Affecting Air Corns officers ‘ 


92 - 
94 - 


96 - 


Glare of Sun Rays on Ice Particles Force Altitude Flyers he Descent. 97 - 


Night Photographs of Washington from the Air . 
Notes from Air Corps Fields. rea ae ae 


V-5783,A.C. 














PIT eI 

























































VOL. XIII AIR CORPS ‘NEWS vin MO. 4 
Information Division ) Munitions Buildi 
Air Corps March 15, 1929 Washincton, D. ng 








The chief nurnose of. this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flyin: personnel in the Regular Arny, Reserve Corss:, National 
Guard, anc others conuected with aviation 

---(C00--- 


ARMY AIRMEN SEARCH GRAD CANYON FOR LOST COUPLE 


Two Army Observation airplanes from March Field, Riverside, Calif., piloted 
by 2nd Lieuts. John Q. Adams and William G. Plummer, Air Corps, accompanied by 
mechanics, were sent out in December last to search the Grand Canyon of the Colo- 
rado for some trace of Mr. and:Mrs. Glenn Hydc, who had set out November 15th in 
a home-made scow in an attempt to run the ranids of the river. 

The couple was last seen at Bright Ans rol Trail in the heart of the turbulem 
Grand Canyon on November 18th, after winding a difficult course from Green River, 
Utah, but were not heard from since. According to reports, they undertook -this 
hazardous trip for a vacation jaunt and to provide a thrill for: Mrs. Hyde, who, 
it is stated, wanted to te ‘mown as the first woman to navigate the stream. 

The adverturous couple left the El Tovar Hotel on November 15th, expecting 
to be at Needles, Calif., by December 6th, What havpened since that date can 
only be conjectured, for no word came from them since their departure. As histo- 
ry records but few successful navigations of. the river, which has claimed several 
lives in other similar ventures, the Hydes were believed to have been wrecked and 
marooned in the Canyon, some 200 miles west of El Tovar. 

The Scenie Airway Field, Grand Canyon, Ariz., is 16 miles south of the El 
Tovar Hotel, and one mile north of a red butte, 900 feet hich, which can be seen 
for about’ 100 ‘miles. This is the field on which Lieuts. Adams and Plummer landed. 

In forwarding the narrative on the exneriences of these two pilots on their 
hazardous mission, Major’ Millard #.. Harmon, Cormondant of the Primary Flying 
School, March Fielc, Riverside, daliy. , made the following conments: 

"This was a very umsual flight, which renuired all the daring, skill and 
resources of the crews making it, and for that reason is deserving of recogni- 
tion. The attached report should be of special interest to all Air Corps person- 
nel. anyone who has ever seen the Grand Canyon, or who has ever made a casual 
study of the ‘topor¢ranhical features of the terrain over which these men flew, 
can well apsreciate what a-hazardous undertaking..the flight was, and what mechan- 
ical failure would have meant.. ‘These two young ‘fir Corps pilots and their 
mechanics successfully accomplished the flight in a manner which reflects credit 
upon théemsélves and vegnenae: the ‘best: traditions of. the Air Corps.” March Field is 
proud of’ them." 

The revort referred to: is aoniead —— as follows: 

“WL” Eee compliance with radiosram from. the Commanding: General, 9th Corps 
Area, dated Jamary 15, 1929:;. the following narrative is hercby submitted cover- 
ing the search for Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Hyde alone the Colorado ‘River. ° 

Be Cormlying: with a telegram from the Commanding General, 9th Corps Area, 
dated December 17, 1928, directing that an airplaric be sent to the Grand Canyon 
for the purpose of searching for’Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Hyde, Second Lieutenants 
William G. Plummer and John Quincy Adams, Air Corps, Pilots, with Staff Sergeant 
Charles F.’Fusz and Sergeant Frederick Weed, Mechanics, both of the 70th Service 
Squadron, March Field, Calif., in two 02-K airolanes, denartéd At 10:30 aem., On 
Decerber 18; 1928, for the Grand Canyon, with instructions to fly direct to 
Needles, California, and search the Colorado River noth to las Vegas, Nevada, 


where they were ‘to. refuel and continue the search to the Scenic Airways Field 


near’ the Hotel £1 Tovar. 

'3. Telegraphic instructions from the Commanding General, 9th Corps Area, 
directed that the tri-motored Fokker transnort airplane be used for this flight. 
However, considering the adverse wind currents to Le encountered in the Grand 
Canyon and the topographical features of the terrain to be flown over, it was 
believed that the 02-x airplanes were more-suitable for a flight of this nature, 
cue to the fact that the 02-K airplane is an oyen airplane, has :mch better vis- 
ibility than the cabined Folktcer transport aud, in addition, has more reserve 
power and higher maneuverability. Due to the urgency of the mission, it was 
«9 V-5873,A.C. 

















deemed advisable to start the search with the O02-K airplanes without waiting fo; 
obtain confirmatory authority for the change in the type of airplane used. 
Radiogram showing action taken was sont to the Commanding General, 9th Corps 
Area, December 18, 1928. 

4. These officers were equipped to stay for an extended period of time. I: 
- @ach airplane six blankets were provided. Each blanket was made into a roll 
with food supplies in each, for the purpose sal dronping to the lost party shoulc 
they find it stranded. 

5. Lieut. Plummer being the ranking officer of the flight, was put in con- 
mand. The flight reached Needles, Calif., at aporoximately 12:20 p.m. December 
18, 1928. The weather was clear and visibility good, and no difficulties were 
encountered on- this first leg of the flight. From Needles the flight flew low 
over the river and began the search. The river here is wide and filled with 
sand bars, and passes through a wide valley. Soon the first canyon was reached, 
which is rather narrow but not deep. Here Lieut. Plummer took the lead. ds 
soon as the canyon was reached, the air became violently rough and the airplanes 
were tossed and jerked about as if by giant hands, and trouble was avoided by 
flying above the level of the hills, the pilots hoping that this was no sample 
of what they would encounter later on. 

6. Soon the Boulder Dam site was reached, and the flight contimed up- 
stream to the point at which it bends sharply to the east. Leaving the river, 
they flew to Las Vegas, Nevada, about 25 miles west, landing at this town. No 
trace of the missing party had been seen up to this time, and such was their 
report to Headquarters, 9th Corps Area, and March Field, as well as to Mr. R.C. 
Hyde at El Yovar Hotel, Grand Canyon. 

7. The next morning, it was hoped they would get off by 7:30 for the sec- 
ond lap to El Tovar Hotel. At the flying field there were no facilities for 
heating oil or water, with the result that the flight did not actually leave 
Las Vegas until about 10:30, all members of the flight being practivally ex- 
hausted from trying to stir life into the cold motors. 

8. Returning to the point on the river where the scarch ceased on the 
previous evening, they found air conditions to be ideal - smooth and clear. 
Lieut. Adams took the lead for the first few miles, flying fairly close to the 
water, looking for a boat, signals; or persons. Nothing of note was seen until 
Iceberg Canyon was entered. Here two men were noticed on a sand bar, mene e 
boat which was practically completed. 

9. As the flight came out of Iceberg Canyon, Lieut. Adams saw a walang 
cable ahead stretched across the canyon with a car attached to it for crossing 
the river. He pulled up over it and turned to watch Lieut. Plummer. To his 
consternation, Lieut. Plummer did not pull up, apparently. net seeing the cable, 
but seemed to fly lower. However, he did clear the cable, but according to 
Lieut. Adams he could not have missed it very far. 

10. As they flew on, Lieut. Plummer took the lead, their airplanes cruising 
about 120 miles per hour. Tue to their airplanes’ high mancuverability, the 
sharpest curves were turned without a great deal of difficulty, but would have 
been impossible to negotiate with a tri-motored transnort airplane. The canyon 
grew deeper and more rugged until by glancing up, they could see the rim tower- 
ing above them, which apneared to be at least 5,000 feet high. — 

ll. At about 11:30, while flying above jagged walls, the first shelf of 
which was about 1,000 feet high, Lieut. Adams discovered a boat ahead in mid- 
Stream, at a point approximately 14 miles down-stream from the mouth of Diamond 
Creek. He pulled up to look it over, his first impression being that someone 
had just left the boat, but would appear soon, it giving such proof of human 
presence. He flew low over the boat several times to examine it as closely as 
_ possible. Due to the narrowness of the canyon and the position of the wing, 
he only got a couple of short glimpses of the boat as he passed over it. He 
climbed to 1200 feet to examine it from that altitude while he waited for 

Lieut. Plummer to reappear. After spending about 15 mimtes in examining the 
' ground carefully, he started on up the canyon, hoping to meet Lieut. Plummer, 

12, It was found out later that Lieut. Plummer's. mechanic had not missed 
Lieut. Adams' airplane, and when he pulled up a few mimites later, Sergeant 
_ Weed thought that he saw Lieut. Adams' airplane go up the canyon, so they con- 

. timed on ahead. Lieut. Plummer stated that it was a vhysical impossibility 
for him in the leading airplane to personally watch Lieut, Adams. However, his 
mechanic had been instructed to keep the airplane in the rear in view. Lieut. 
‘Plummer proceeded up the river to the mouth of Diamond Creek where in circling 
-80- V-5873, A.C. 
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to observe sorie abandoned shacks, he noticed the absence of the other airnlanc. 
After circling for sone five mimtes in an effort to locate Licut. Adams, he 
shut off the motor end aslied his mechanic as to the whereabouts of the other air. 
plane. The mechanic nointec up the river, thet is, tovards tnucir Cestination, 
and Lieut. Plummer continued on in that direction, thinzing that Lieut. .idams 
had passed. 

13. Lieut. Adams estimated that the toat he saw in mid-strean was abtout 3 
or 4 feet vide a-d about 15 feet lon, with an oar in each end. They were necu- 
liarly placed so that one pointed un-stream and the other dovn-stream; for con- 
trol rather than propulsion. It ‘as later found that they were not oars, but 
2x 4's with a doard fastened on the end. Later investigation vroved that the 
boat was actually 5 fect wide and 20 feet low:, the view of the canyon veing 
ratner deceptive. The ends of the toat were square anc there was a seat in the 
center of it. A roll of becdiin; could be seer in one end anc wranned articles 
in the other end. There was also another article that anneared from the air to 
be wire netting. It was later found to be a bed snoring. 

14. The beat was stationary in mic-stream, in fact it annéaredc to be. anchor: 
ed. However, they later decided that it was stuc’z on rocis. ‘Then found, it was 
held by its dragging tow rope, which had cauzht on the bottom. The river at thi 
voint appeared to be deep and slow, and there was no Deach for an annroach from 
the shore. 

15. Lieut. Adams then followed the canyon bed closely for about 75 miles. 
He then pulled un to look over the rim to locate himself, as he was in a hurry 
to reach the Grand Canyon Airport to bring Sack someone to identify anc locate 
the boat before darlx. 

16. They had been unable to cet any information atout the Grand Canyon lan: 
ing field except that one existed. They had a cencral ilea as to where the El 
Tovar Hotel was located, and exnerienced no difficulty in finding it. <A careful 
survey of the countryside from 1500 feet altitude feiled to locate the field, 
and after a fev minutes search Lieut. Adams flew low over the buildings to see 
if someone would noint it out for him. It was cratifyins to know that several 
neonle understood what he vanted, and nointed south instead of waving hancker- 
chiefs. He headec south aznd flew for 20 itimutes before he sar the field, which 
he picked up to his richt. It sas covered with snow, but was large anc casy to 
see. It was his first lanuin: in snow and it naturally caused him some concera, 
but he encountered no difficulty in maltins a landing. fter being welcomed by 
the attaches of the Scenie Airways, Inc., he ivmediately went to a tele shone anc 
called Mr. Hyde. He described the voat carefully to ir. Yalb, who taliced for 
Mr. Hyde. Mr. Kalb, by the way, holds the distinction of bein,; the only man 
livin;: to have tice sone covn throush the Grand Cacyon in a boat. He nlanned 
with Mr. Kalb for tailing someone to the scene of the toat to identify it. Ur. 


Canyon City, a distance of avout 18 miles. 

17. Lieut. Plummer landec a few mimites later. He had followed the canyon 
almost to the hotel and he too encountered difficulty in locating the landing 
field. . 

18. While waiting for the party to arrive from the hotel, the airnlanes 
were hastily gassecé and oiled, and their crevs used this opvortunity to get a 
bite of lunch. They planned to take off about 3 O'clock p.m, in orcer to reach 
the boat and return to the field before dark. When Mr. Hyde, Mr. Kald and Mr. 
Tillotson, Grand Canyon National Park Supervisor, arrived, it was agrced that if 
Kaly snould be taken to the boat, he beine familiar with the canyon. The two 
airplanes took off at 3:05 p.m., Mr. Hnlod in Lieut. Adams’ airnlane, anc Lieut. 
Plummer with his mechanic. Lieut. Adans led the flisht, settins a cormass 
course due west toward the vosition of the boat. The boat was found without dil 
ficulty, and after flying low over it, they mede a careful search of the imedi- 
ate vicinity, after which they returned to the flying field where they landed i: 
semi-darkmess. All agreed that there was no doubt but that it was the lost 
boat, and ifr. Kalb located it at an estimated distance of between 10 and 25 
miles below Diamond Creek Canyon. They checked it on a chart at the range sta- 
tion that night, and it proved to be avout 14 miles. 

19. The party then drove to the Bright Angel Hotel where they made their 
reports to the Commanding General, 9th Corps Area, and the Commanding Officer, 
March Field, and spent the night there. During the evening messazes were pre- 
pared for delivery to search parties that might be found in the canyon. 

= V-5873,A.C. 
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20. Unon returning to the hotel, Mr. Hyde sent a telecram to the Commanding 

Officer, March Field, cormmendin; the work of the flight anc reouestins that the 
‘flight be permittec to maize another searcn of the river at once. 

21. During the uisht, the Scenic Airways personnel at the hanzars refueled 
the airmlanes and kent the motors warm by syrcading a tent over them with an oil 
stove underneath. The oil and water vere xent warm ina large heater so that 
the next mornin; no difficulty whatever vas encountered in starting the motors, 
mach to their relief. 

22. Their plans for the day vere based on telesrams fron the Commanding 
General, 9th Corns Arca, and Commanding Officcr, March Field, directing that 
another careful search of the canyon be mace from tne Hotel £1 Tovar to the snot 
where the toat was found, with a view or locatin;; the lost party and dronping 
food to them, if feasible, and to render every assistance possidle. Further, 
that if a careful search failed to locate the lost »arty, to return to March 
Field ana report the results of this search. These nlans met with the approval 
of Mr. Hyde. They took off at about 9:30 a.n., flew to Grand Canyon and cescend- 
ed to avout 1000 feet above the river. This altitude was maintained because 
they had been warned of two cables across the canyon about 350 miles below the ho- 
tel. <Althongh they watched the river carefully, they failed to pick up the 
first search boat. Messace bags had been nrevared to droy to this searching 
party, and the flight was keenly cisapnointed when they failed to find this 
first boat. 

23. Beginning at a point about 10 miles belor the cables where they exnect- 
ed to find the search boat, they flev lov and made a careful search. They saw 
nothing out of the ordinary until they reached Diamond Creek Canyon, about 135 
miles from the hotel, and about 14 miles atove the toat. Here they were sur- 
prised to find a fire burning. They then recalled that a tracker had been sent 
in to this point sometime before, and had evidently just arriveu, since they 
failed to see it the day before. While circling overhead, one man could be seen 
near the fire, and in a few moments two more men rere seen coming down the 
canyon. They exhibited no snecial interest in the airplanes at first, but later 
drew arrows in the sand nointing urxstrean, and also motioned them in that 
direction, evidently believing that the scarch shoald be made in that direction. 

24. Since they had missec the first search boat, they decided to give these 
men the message intendec for that boat. Lieut. Adams sliced down Diamond Creek 
Canyon with the pover off for the surnose of dronoing the: the message, but a 
sharp bend ahead kent him so high that eve: after diving tovards the men and 
throring out the message, they feilcd to see it. At this voint the Colorado 
River Canyon is straight but rarrov, with Diamond Creek Cenyon coming in at 
right angles, forming a fair sized flat rhere the zen rere stancing. So he de- 
cidec that he would make another attermt to set a message to then. He believed 
he could get close ez.ough to thom Dy coming cown Colorado River Canyon to let 
them know he had a messase. So he rrote a message on the back of a flight re- 
oort, rolled it up, and flew un the canyon for a distance and then turned and 
came dovm in a very slow slide, jazzing the motor constantly to keep at from 
loading up, and to attract the attention of the men. As he came within sight of 
the men, he held the roll of cardboard up for them to see and then released it 
as he passed directly over their heads. Then onenin the throttle, he banted 
sharply to the right to go between the Colorado River walls. Looking back from 
an altitude, he saw them pick up the vaper and read it. The men waved to him, 
indicating that they understool. 

25. The flight then conti:med the search down the river. Upon arriving at 
the location of the boat, they found that it had not moved, but they were unable 
to locate anyone near or below the snot. They then proceeded on cown the river 
to where they had exgectec to find a third party. 

eS. In attempting to describe the canyon along this phase of the search, 
the members of the crow saic that its awe-insniring beauty was not dimmed in the 
least by their various vierwoints and vrecarious positions. 

27. No trouble was encountered in locating the third search party. On their 
trip up the river, they had seen them building the doat, and now they found them 
floating down the river only a mile or so telow the noint where they were first 
located. They flew low over the Loat. The river at this point ~as broad and 
smooth, and they thre: out a carefully prenared message bag. The message bag, 
however, caught in a brace on the tail surfaces, and they were well past the boat 
before it actually fell off. But they saw it flutter dorn to a sand bar. Lieut. 
Adams again got out his peni4nd wrote a message which he wadded in his hand ready 
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to throw over unon a second attemmt. Moanrhile the search party had beached 
their boat and were standinz on the sand. Ee held. up the paver for them to see 
as he aonroacnec., and as he ¢ot over them, he released it. It fluttcred dom 
into their outstretched hands vithout touching the. ground. 

23. Licut. Plumser then took the lead and they started.out on a compass 
course for tlerch Fiel@a. They landed at Morch Ficld about 44 hours after leaving 
EL Tover Hotel. . 

29. aAlthou,h the flicht did not fini the lost peonle, it is belicved that 
the trio was vartially succoesfl in that it localizec the areca to ve scarched, 
and vas a very stron: indication that the lost nartv vas not alive and in the 
Canyon of tac Colorado. 

30. On December 27, 1928, a telésram from the Commanding General, Sth Corps 
Area., qaoting a telesram from Mr. R.C. Byde, Peach Syrings, Arizona, dated Decem 

ber 24th, asked if it would be possible to have airmlancs search the banks of the 
Coloraao River for smoke signals of the lost counle, stating that they may have 
becn trayned betveex the upner and lower benches or on the top, unable to travel. 
Farther, that it would de several days before the search party vould reach the 
voat. This telegram asked if airplanes could be furnished and for recormenda- 
tions fro: the pilots: rho mace the previous search. In revly to this telegran, ¢ 
radiogram was sent to tne Cormanding General, Sth Corns area, stating that al- 
though volunteerin;; for the mission, Lieut. Adams stated that in his opinion the 
situation nresented sucn remote yossitilities of success and that the region in- 
volved was so hazardous that the srave ris:x to personnel in a continuation of 
this search by.air was not justified. Further, that airplanes and nilots could 
be furnished from this station for contimation of this search should it be de- 
sired, although the Cormanding Officer, March Field, concurred fully in the 
recommendation of Lieut. «idars. 

51. In recognition of the hazardous nature of the mission and the snlendid 
performance of the nersonnel in carryin: ie this mission, each member of the 
flight has received from the Cormanding General, 9th Corps area, a letter of 
commendation." 

-~-000--- 


PURSUIT MANEUVE ERS BY TEE 95TH PUASUIT SQUADRON 


A de:zonstration of yursuit maneuvering was siven by the 95th Pursuit Squad- 
ron, Rocxvell Field, Coronado, Calif., led ty Cantain Elmendorf, as en added at- 
traction to the graduation exercises at March Fielc, Riverside, Calif., on 
Fedruary 27th. Twelve P-9's, forming two flirhts, maneuvered and dived over the 
field as the Cadets took off in D's and PI's to fly their last formation at the 
Primary Flyin: School. <n umsually large crovd vitnessed the >rogran. 

---000--- 


RIAL GUTERY PRACTICE STARTED BY S5TE SQUADRON 


The 95th Pursuit Squadron has started aerial gunnery and licsht bombing »prac- 


tice. 4 gunnery ranze.is under corstruction near Rockwell Field. Ground targets 


have been constructed on‘the south end of the Island, but due to interference 
from Navy training planes, it was found necessary to move the range to a more 
isolated section. 

, ---000--- 


UNUSUAL SCORES BY THe 2OTH LOMEARDMGIT SQUADRON 


The 20th Bombardment Squa.ron, — Fiel2, Va., was recently engaged in 
bombing, ¢ Son os target and tow target missions, and the scores turned in appear 
to be the highest of any organization in the 2nd Bombarcment Group up to this 
Writing. Pecacpedty to the News Letter Corresnondent, one gunner on a tow target 
mission received 193 out of a nossible 194 score, and he adds: : "It is said that 
this gunner spent considerable time after the shoot wonderins where the other 
shot went." 

---000--- 


During the month of January a mumer of cross-country formation flights to 
David, Repudlic of Panama, were made by the 6th Comosite Group stationed at 
France Fie?.d, Panama Canal Zone. 
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GIANT COMMERCIAL PLANE LANDS AT WRIGHT FIELD 


There was a flutter of excitement at Wright Field on February 14th wher 
Captain St. Clair Streett landed with the "Patrician" with four passengers, Mr. 
Fraser of the Keystone Aircraft Company, one mechanic and two representatives of 
the Wright Aeronautical Corporation. 

Captain Streett is on leave of absence from his station and is making. demon- 
stration flights and journeys for the Keystone Comany,flying the big passenger 
Ship "The Patrician. " While at this field many of the pilots flew this ship and 
carried with them visitors from Dayton and many of the civilian personnel of the 
field. Captain Streett left Wright Field on Sunday, February 24th, in the 
"Patrician" with the representatives of the Keystone and Wright Companies on his 
way to California via Wichita and San Antonio. 

The largest commercial transport in the world, the "Patrician" is equinped 
with three 525 h.p. Wright "Cyclone" engines. It has a wing spread of 90 feet 
with a gross weight of 15,000 pounds. It has seating capa city sini 20 passengers, 
two pilots, and room for 1,000 pounds of baggage. 

This plane is eqiipped with the Deperdussin control, Its reputed cruising 
speed is 130 miles per hour, with a high speed of 150 niles per hour. 

eiaeene 


SPECIAL OBSERVERS! COURSE SUSPENDED 


Due to the exigencies of the service and the scarcity of personnel for tac- 
tical operations, the Chief of the Air Corps has directed that the Special Obser- 
vers' Course at the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, 
be suspended. . This order became effective upon the completion of the last 
Special Observers! course at Kelly Field on March Ist. 

~--000-=~ 


LINDBERGH'S CLASS CORRESPON 


Lieut. W. R. Wolfinbarger, of Langley Field, Hampton, Va., is in receipt of 
a most interesting collection of letters. Tey are from the Brooks and Kelly 
Field Cadet Class of 1925, of which Charles A. Lindbergh was a member. In this 
class of over one hundred which started flight training, nineteen finished, and 
of these, seventeen members have kept up correspondence through a "pass-it-on" 
system of letters. In these letters each man writes "To The Gang" and tells 
what he is doing and How, and this cet gar is put with the others and forwarded to 
the next man; 

The letters go to the four corners of the United ataées and even the world, 
and highly amsing and interesting are the contents. The corresyondence was 
Started by Lieut. Wolfinbarger, who is an LL. B, from the University of Kansas 
and who received his airplane pilot's rating with the famous class of '25. He 
is now a member of the Second Bombardment Group at Langley Field. 

From the hands of Lieut. Wolfinbarger the letters will go to Lieut. D.H. 
Alkire of Iuke Field, Hawaii, and from Lieut. Alkire the sorrespondence will be 
turned over to Staff Sergeant Boyd Ertwine of the same station. From Hawaii 
they will be forwarded to Lima, Peru, to "Mr.", "Colonel," or "General" Clifton 
Travis, who is Chief Aviation Instructor of the Peruvian Air Force. ‘Travis! 
classmates do not know just what his rank is at the present time, but his letter 
will enlighten. them.. When the.letters get back to Lieut, Wolfinbarger, which 
they should in about four months, every member will have written a letter and 
then a new set will be started. 

‘ : ache | 6, ener 


LIGHTER THAN AIR ACT IVITIE 5 AT THE MATERIEL DIVISION 

The Lighter-than-Air veins 8 the Materiel Division, Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, is being allotted more space to take care of the fabrics, shop, and stock 
rooms which are being moved over to Wright Field from Fairfield, Ohio. Eventu- 
ally the inflation and flying equipment at Fairfield will also be moved over, 
but not until the erection of a suitable hangar. The Lighter-than-Air Branch 
has jurisdiction over all experimental Lighter-than-Air work for the Air Corps. 
The flight testing of this equipment is carried‘on at reeset Field under a 
Materiel Division representative. 
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GRADUATION EXERCISES AT ADVANCED FLYING. SCHOOL 


The largest class in the history of the Advanced Vlying School, Kelly 
Field, Texas, was graduated on February 28th last. The class started on 


Novenber 1, 1928, with a student body of 84 Cadets and five student officers 


assigned to the Pilot's course, and 12 Regular Officers and one Warrant Officer 
assigned to the Special Observer's Course. Only to Cadets and one Regular 
Officer failed to complete the Pilot's course. All the students attending the 
Observers' School graduated. 

Graduation exercises were held in the Aviation Club at 11:00 a.m., February 
25th. Preceding the exercises, the entire class narticinatea in an Aerial 
Review, during which each student niloted the t:ne of nlane in which they were 
specialized in the Section assizned for training. 

The review was conducted in a very efficient manner, the piloting ability 
of the students being evidenced by the manner in which they passed in review, 
eacn section flying a formation of its own. The Pursuit Section's formation led 
the Keview, closely followed by the Attack ana Observation Sections, with the 
Bombardment Section bringing up the rear. To the snectator this is an event 
which he does not soon forget. Many of the spectators were relatives and 
friends of the students, some having traveled from most every State in the Unioi 
Thirty-five States were represented among the Cadets who enterea the Advanced 
School,.and most of the students are university graduates. 

After the Review, the Cadets procceded to their quarters, donned their new 
uniforms and boots and were marched to the Aviation Club to receive their 
diplomas and "Wings." 

The Club was crowded with guests and the proud relatives of the "Cadets of 
the dir," but as the students marched into the Club there was an absence of 
noise, which was broken with loud avplause as the band "sounced off" to the tune 
of a march. he 

The Aviation Club was prettily arranged for the occasion. .4 large table 


‘was placed at one end of the Club on which the dixlomas, commissions and "wings" 


were laid out. The tavle was half-circled by the following officers: 

Major General Lassiter, Commanding General, 8th Corns Area. 

Brigadier-General Frank P. Lahn, Commanding General, Air Coros Training 
center. 

Lieut.-Colonel James A. Mars, Commanding Officer of Duncan Ficld, Texas. 

Major James EZ. Chaney, Commanding Officer of Xelly Field, Texas. 

Major Clarence L. Tinker, Assistant Commandant, Advanced Flying School. 

fajor Shepvler W. FitzGerald, Commanding Officer, Brooks Field, . Texas. 

Major Francis H. Poole, Medical Corns, Comanndent, School Aviation Medicine 

Major Harold A. Strauss, Execative of Advanced Flying School. 

Lieut.-Colonel Lawreace C; Matthews, Quartermaster, Kelly Field, Texas. 

Major Coleridge L. Beavens, Medical Corns. 

Captain William B. Wright, Jr., Adjutant, Advanced Flying Sehool. 

Captain Frederick I. D¢glin, Director of Training, AdY Oords” lréiniaig Gente 

Castain William EB. Iynd, Air Corns. 

Captain John I. Moore, Director of Trainins, Advanced Flying School. 

Captain VW. &. Gravely, Senior Instructor, Advanced Flying School. 

Licut. Ogden, Adjutant, Air Corps Training Center. 

Licut. Arthur. Thomas, Secretar; aud Comaandant of Cadets, Advanced Flying 
School; and Lieuts. Cassiday, Kiel, Beverly and Mouahan and Chaplain McCann. 

The Pro,zram was as’ follows: 

Music -- the sir Corps Training Center Band. 

Invocation -- Chanlain John H. McCann. 

Introductory Remarks -- Brigadicr-General Frank P. Lahn. 
Address -- Major General. William Lassiter. 

Presentation of Diplomas -- Gencral Lassiter. 
Presentation of Reserve Commissions -- General Lahm. 
Presentation of Vings --. Major Clarence L. Tinker. 
Benediction -- Chanlain John FE. McCann. 

General Lassiter's address, though short, was in comliment to the Air 
Corps and the progress made since its birth, also as to its possivilities, espe- 
cially with regard to the importance attached to successful cooperation with 
other arms of the service. He stated that greater and more successful coonera- 
tion had been accomplished in the past fev years than ever before, this having 
been brousht about by the careful study in the training of Flying Cadets and 
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Observers with regard to the tactics emloyed by other arms of the Service. 

Mach benefit resulted from the training which combined maneuvers afforded the 
various branches of the service,.each gaining valuable Imovledge of the tactics 
of the other and the realization that throuch successful cooperation with other 
arms most effective orogress may be made in the event of war. The General quot- 
éd illustrations from his personal exveriencés during the World War, the "Key 
Note" of his speech boing "Cooperation," without which neither arm nor arms can 
be most effective. ge ee os ‘ 

General Lassitcr presented the diplomas and complimented and congratulated 
each graduate, as did General Lahm in his presentation of the reserve commis- 
sions and Major Tinker, who presented the long coveted "wings". To secure this 
three-fold evidence of a year's work well done, the students put forth hard ' 
study and their very best efforts to gain the knowledge afforded them by the 
best equipped aviation school in the world. Receiving the tutoring of Uncle 
Sam's best aviators, most of them having had years of exnerience in war and 
peace, they venture forth with this knowledge on a career of their own, either : 
as a civilian or as an officer of Uncle Sam's fighting Air Corps to carry on 
througn their service the "Esprit de Corps." In any event, they have received Jf 
the best of training made possible by a rich and nowerful nation whose people 
realize that in each and every graduate they have an individual who is equally ‘ 
as important and valuable in whatever field of endeavor he’ may choose to 
enter - in the service of his country as a Military Aviator, or as a commercial 








aviator. 
The only setback experienced by the class was that caused by inclement E 
weather. This necessitated mech night flying to mako up for lost time. Fortu- | 


nately, ideal weather prevailed during the last few days of the students! train- 
ing, thus enabling them to obtain the required flying time. 

-One fatal airplane crash occurred during the training of the class on 
December 21, 1928, in which Cadet Indo G. Wilkens was killed. One Cadet was 
relieved because of "Lack of qualities necessary for a military pilot." Becaus 
of sickness, Cadet George E. Percefull was relieved and returned to. Brooks Field 
for refresher training. 

The following officers and Cadets wer graduated from the Schaol, the names 
being listed wnder the Section in which they were assigned and received special- 
ized training: ! 





ATTAGK SECTION BOMBARDMENT SECTION (Cont!) 
2n@ Lieut. Sarmel J, Simonton, F.A. Samel R. Spiker 
Cadets Charles W. Alverson Richard 3B. Stith 
Frank A. Armstrong, Jr. Robert M. Wilson 
Al. WN. Booth Jack %. Wood 
Leon R. Brownfield OBSERVATION SECTION : 


Hans T.R. Hertzberg 


2nd Lieut. Kenneth P. McNeughton,F.A. 
William L. Lee 


Cadets Spencer Callaway 4 





William A. Matheny 
William H.. Maverick, II 
Thomas L. Mosley 
Ramon R. Arias 
Harley R. Grater 
Herbert L. Grills 
J. Stanley B. Harvey 
Ivan D. Houston 


John P. Kenny 
George F, Kinzie 
Ralph A. Murphy 
Lewis R. Parker 
Frank W. Raymond 


Clarence K. Roath 
Raynonc L. Winn 
BOMBARDMENT SECTION 


2nd Lieut. James A. Willis, Jr. (Inf. ) 


Cadets William G. Invis 
Edwin M. Day 
Edwin E. Dietel 


Jack H. Neale 
Harry E.: Campbell 
‘Leonard F. Harman 
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Robert H. Clarke 
Richard V. Conover 
ChesterP. Gilger 
Sarmel W. Cheyney 
Trenholm J. Meyer 
Wesley F. Phillippe 
John W. Thomas, Jr. 
Nicholas A. Laurenzana 
Thomas R. Starratt 
Edwin L. Tucker 
Reginald F.C. Vance 
Albert Boyd 
Kenneth C. Brown 
Glenn T. Fields 
George F. Pfeuffer 
Kenneth C. Brown 
PURSUIT SECTION 

Cadets Edward H. Alexander 

William T. Colman | 

Marl Estes - 


‘Flint Garrison, Jr. 


Charles W. Goode 
Dudley D. Hale 
V-5873,A.C. 
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PURSUIT SZCTION (Cont! a) Pursuit szorior! (cont! a) 


Cadet Paul M. Jacots . | Cadet Otis F. bryan 
Garland N. Lasater | Thomas S. Power 
James W. McCauley Horace J. reid 
Charles F. Scott Harry’ A. Saunders 
Floris #8. Shade James H. Wallace 
John H. Sundy Harry J. Zimmerman 
William M. Campbell 
Richard I. Dugan SPECIAL OBSERVERS COURSE 
David D. Graves Lt.-Col. Ira F. Fravel 
Hayvood 5S. Hansell, fr. _Cantain Villian &. Hepner 
Noble G. Hueter " Charles P. Clark 
Melvin S. Holliage " Neal Creighton 
Harry H. Jones " Ira R. Koenig 
Durward 0. Lowry " Karl S$. Axtater 
allen J. Miclcle a Alfred I. Puryear 
Eugh G. Nicholson, Jr. 2 lst Lieut. Zlmer J. Bowling 
Norley F. Slaght | " John M. McDonnell 
Valworth D. Slingerland . Haynie McCormick 
William P, Sloan end Lieut. Eigar M. Fogelsonger 
Millard F, Tindall | " Benjanin T. Starkey 
Bryan §. Warner } Warrant Officer Robert E. Lassiter 


Milton H. Anderson 
---000-~~- 


ALTITUDE FLYING AT WRIGHT FISLD 


Wright Field, Dnyton, Ohio, is ambitious to secure the honor of attaining 


“the highest altitudé ever reached bj man in an airylane. Some notevorthy 


attempts for altitude records were made by Lieutenant Wm. Bleakley last surmer. 

He was followed later on - October 10, 1928 - by Captain St. Clair Street, of 

the Flying Branch, accompanied by Cantain Albert VY. Stavens of the Aerial. Photo 

Unit, Equiyment Branch, Materiel Division. The last attermts were made by. 

Lieut. Harry Johnson of Selfridge Field, tho was assigned to Vright Field for 

the purpose of attempting hich altitude flights. Lieut. Johnson with Ca»ntain 

Stevens made flights on January 26th, February lst, 10th, l2th, 15th, 23rd, and 

the last one on February 27th, when he attained an elevation of 25,611 fcet above 

sea level, accordin.:.to the National Acvisory Committee for Aeronautics rating. 
---9800--- 


NEW SOMOING PLANE HAS SHORT CLAEER 


The new L5-7 bombing plane, which arrived at Langley Field, Va., the first 
week in February, met with hard luck, This plane, flown by Captain Villis Hale, 
took off from the airdrome some days later, headed south, and got about one mile 
from the field over a beautiful little grove of trees when one of the sotors went 
dead. The pilot attemted to fly on the other motor, but the plane yawed so mch 
that he was afraid it vould co into a syin, anc he wisely cut the throttle. He 
was conpelled to land in the ahove meationed beautiful crove, where the plane 
broke into matchwood. Mr. Baker, of the Pratt & Whitney Motor Company, was a 
passenger in the planc. Iuckily nobody as hurt. 

Great interest in this accident was manifested by Lengley Field personnel, 
many of whom visited the scene of the wreck. 

---000--~- 


JACY FROST UNPOPULAR AT MARSEALL FIELD 


The reverberating boom of Big Bens has with difficulty sent the Marshall 
Field pilots scurrying from their warm beds to their air-cooled hangars and re- 
frigerating offices during the past month. "With temperature around 10 degrees 
below," says the: News Letter Corresvondent, "we plead 'Oh, Selfridge, where is 
thy sting?! Moral stamina was quite often bolstered by Captain Gates in order 
that the boys be at the field by eight every morning. Then, too, when hot oil 
and water finally got the H's into a mood for running, the ceiling usually 
settled over the field like a fog on the Bronz Lions in Trafalgar Square, so 
we would-have to whistle when taking off and landing." 
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| ABROMAUTS ORGANIZE AT LANGLZY FIELD 


The Langley ° Field Chapter of the Society of Military” ‘atid Mlaval Aeronauts 
was formed on: Monday night. February 18th. An informal.dinner'was held at the 
Warwick Hotél in Nerport News , Virginia, by the officers stationed at. Langley 
Field having’ Lighter-than-Air ratings. The purnose of the little social gather- 
ing was principally for the discussion of the desirability of forming a chanter 
of what is known as. "The Society of Military and Naval Aerenduts.": The mother 
Chapter of this oreaniz ation was formed sometime ago by Lighter-than-Air offi- 
cers stationed at Brooks.and Kelly Fields, with: General Lahm. as honorary presi- 
dent. The organization of the. local chanter was verfected with the : ‘following 
members; Colonel’ Jacob W.S. Wuest, Majors John D. Rearden, Norman Vs Peek, 

M. F. Davis, Captains Lawrence, F, Stone, Douglas Johnston, R.S. McCullough, 
William J. Flood, lst Lieutenants Walter D. Buie, M 2. Menge, Uzal G. Ent, L.A. 
Skinner and Otto Wienecke. 

Tae Constitution of the Society sets forth the eprint the: organization 
as solely patriotic, educational, scientific and fraternal, with the three-fold 
objective of fostering the develooment of aeronautics, especially. airship and 
balloon operation; encouraging and‘aiding in the development of this, important 
arm for national defense, and of creating a bond of fellowship between verson- 
nel who are, or have been, engaged in the development of Lighter-than-Air craft. 
The following officers of the local chapter were selected: Cantain Stone, 
President; Captain Flaod, Vice President; and Lieutenant Buie, Secretary and 
Treasurer. The Executive Council directing the policies of the Chanter will be 
comosed of Colonel.Wuest as-senior member and’. the sfficers of the Chanter. 

Considerable enthusiasm over the purposes of the organization was engender- 
ed in the round-table discussion which followed the. enjoyment. of the ‘Warwick 
hospitality. It is pronosed to hold the next meeting of this’ organization ‘about 
March 15th for the vurnose of adonting a set of by-laws -for the governient of 
the local chapter and.to hold a short, snappy,,-educational program: along 
Lighter-than-Air ‘lines, From now antil summer itis: phanned to secure: the ser- 
vices of distinguished ' “Snéakers. as guests :of ‘honor at the various monthly’ din- 
ners of the Chanter, “and it. is. honed ta be able to include in this number Col. 
Chandler of Washin; ston; Rear Admiral Moffett, Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics 
Commander ‘Rosendahl of the Navy, General Fechet and: Generak Foulois ef the Army 
Air Corps. 


pers eh 
THE FERRY FLIGHT FROM WRIGHT FIELD 10 PANAMA CANAL ZONE 


The tri-motored Fokker nT ieee was welcomed on Jamary 16th by the 
entire command of France Field, Panama Canal Zone, and: the. following is:a brief 
story of: the ‘flight from Wright Field, submitted. by saad diows. bined Correspon- 


‘dent: 


"Major Paul Bock, First tbeitenante. Geoves. C3 McDonald. anit Dwight J, 
Canfield started in the Fokker tri-motored- Transport plane ,that- had previously 
been assigned to the Panama Canal Department, ‘from Wright. Fiéld, ‘Dayton, Ohio, 


at-10:45 a.m., Jamiary 9, 1919, and arrived at Bowman Field; Kéentueky, at 2:45 


pem, Their destination for that day was to have been. Maxwell Field, Alabama, 
but due to heavy rain and sleet (the latter is ‘seldom if. ever seen-down here ‘in 
Panama ) they were forced to land at. Bowman: Field and remain there: ‘until 11:20 


‘asm., Jamary 12th, when they took off. for Maxwell Field. . They arrived at “that 


place at 4:50 p.m., after a trip of 5 hours and 30 minutes through the roughest 
kind of weather. They denarted Maxwell Field for Jacksonyille at 7:00 a.m. 
Jamary 13th, and arfived at théir destination at 10:30 avm. They left 
Jacksonville at 1:30 p.m. the same day and arrived at Miami, Fla., at 5:00 p.m. 


Havana, Cuba, was the next stop after leaving Miami, and they made the trip in 
two hours and 20 mimites. After snending the night at Havana, they took off 


for Managua, Nicaragua, the longest. hop'of the trip, and’ arrived at their desti- 
nation.at 6:20 p.m., on January 15th, after a trip of 11 honrs and: 20 mimutes. 


..The last leg of: the journey was: made from Managua to France’ Field in 8 hours. 


The entire trip was. made in a. total flying time of 38 hours ‘and 40 mimtes, 


“without a mishap, and nroved the aaeees sey: of ferrying. planes from factories 


in the United.States: to. Panama. Bat Wee 
on BBs PERS ahs oo Be ¥-5B73, A.C. 
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ADMINISTRATION BUILDING AT NEW TRAINING CENTER 


The layout plan of Randolph Field, the new site of tho Air Corps Training 
Center, near San Antonio, Texas, received the fipal aporoval of the Secretary of 
War on January 21, 1929, and work has begun on the design of individual build- 
ings. The Administration Building, the first of these, a sketch of which is on 
the back of this nage, will be situated on the central axis of the »ost, close 
to the entrance of the building area. and the first building to be seen in an- 
proaching the post. In occupying such a prominent vosition, it forms the key- 
note of the design. It is done in Snanish Mission style, the central section 


having two stories ané a tover, while the outlving wings are of a single story. 


The tower is 175 fect high and will house the water tank, which has hereto- 
fore constituted an eyesore at most army posts. Above the water tank will be an 
observation room and meteorological station, reached by elevator from the fround 
floor. On the dome will be mounted a revolving beacon. 

The second floor, which exists only in the central portion of the building, 
will house all of the administrative offices of the Commanding General and his 
staff. 

The ground floor of the central portion will house all the signal activi- 
ties, including the Signal Office, Meteorological Office, Telephone Exchange, 
Radio Receiving Station and Telegraph Office, and, in addition, a U.S. Post 
Office, printing plant, and Quartermaster administrative offices. 

The east wing will house the photographic laboratory, court room and Judge 
Advecate's office; while the west wing will contain the post theatre and audi- 
torium. Both wings are provided with outside entrances to divert some of the 
traffic from the central portion of the building. The theatre is so arranged 
that it can be used when the rest of the building is closed. Tt has a stage, 28 
by 40 feet, with two dressing rooms, 11 x 28 feet each; a seating capacity of 
900 on the main floor and 250 in the balcony. 

---000--- 


RED DOGS AND IMPROVED FLYING GLOVES 
By the Langley Field Correspondent 


About twenty pairsof flying gloves of superior worth were recently re- 
ceived by the Air Corps Supply Officer at Langley Field, Hampton, Va., to be dis- 
tributed as far as they will go amons the some one hundred and twenty flying of- 
ficers, These gloves are by far the most improved piece of flying equipment of 
any kind that has been put out in the Service for a long time. The gloves are 
leather on the outside and warm felt on the inside, and they have short fingers. 
These gloves are both theoretically and practically good. The short fingers 
allow the wearer to slip his fingers out and into the space of another one in 
the glove and thus get it warm. 

The gloves heretofore, and still, issued to the bulk of flyers are covered 
with red dog hair. And this dog hair sheds while in the air and accumulates in 
the teeth of the aviator. Too often a flyer is struck with the idea that he is 
eating some of the hair of the dog that bit him, Just why the issue flying 
gloves had to be covered with red. dog hair and why they had to skin the dog when 
he was shedding is a question never satisfactorily settled, but the practice 
started shortly after the war. That may be reason enough. The practice certain- 
ly made red dogs scarce. A porson may start out early in the morning looking for 
dogs and travel until late at night and he will seldom see one red dog. 

The Red Dog market went skyrocketing when the Government began plunging in 
it a few years ago to get hides for aviators! gloves; men playing shorts were 
wiped out as slick and clean as a willow shistle, while those playing margins 
who decided to ride Red Dog to the top and unload on a two point break, mopped 
up. Red Dog common, of course, paid the highest, because just ordinary common 
dogs with loose hair were preferred for aviators! gloves. 

It was a lucky dog, indeed, that could save his hide, especially if it had 
a reddish tinge. And even blue dogs, whose hair would take a red dye, had to be 
careful where they curled wp for the night, lest they found themselves on the way 
to a skinning the next morning. Many a howl has gone up over these gloves from 
both aviators and dogs, and this latest gesture of supplying 20 pairs of gloves 
for the 120 flyers at langley Field is interpreted to mean that the last red dog 
is dead, and aviators will be allowed to lose their taste for dog hair while 
flying. 
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COMBINED ARMY AND NAVY MANBUVERS IN PANAMA 
By the News Letter Corresvondent 


The 6th Composite’ Group. France Field, Panama Canal Zone, sent a detachment 
of 100 men and 23 officers to Albrook Field for the combined Army and Navy Exer- 
cises, during the period Jarnuary: 2lst to Slst. Both day and night Observation 
and Pursuit missions were carried.out during ‘the entire veriod. Lieut. Clarence 
F. Horton was Camm Conmander, and Colonel A.G. Fisher was Air Force Commander in 
charge of all tactical operations. 

During these maneuvers an opportunity. was — to observe the Boeing Fighter, 
the Navy air-cooled pursuit plane. Up to this time we had considered ourselves 
fairly well mounted in the PW-type; now we have seen what a real plane can do in 
the way of climbing and maneuvering. We have been informed by some of the Navy 
pilots that these ships are to be turned in, when the airplane carriers return 
to the California base, for a new and improved type. We are hoping that the Arm; 
Air Corps will get some of this type in the near future. P 

With the two airplane carriers and the planes on the other types of Navy 
vessels, the Navy had about 200 vlanes in the air at one time or another. Our 
one Pursuit Squadron was rather sadly outmmbered when it came to maneuvering 
against this mumber of ships. However, when we get the Pursuit Group at Albrook 
Field, the air forces in Panama should be in cood shane. 

Since the grand maneuvers, the Army air forces have participated with the 
Navy in three smaller maneuvers. These have been in the nature of sorties by 
the fleet, in which the Army pursuit furnished pvrotection until such time as the 
airplane carriers could get to sea where they could head into the wind and allow 
the planes to take off. 

---000--- 


COLO‘ZL LINDBERGH'S VISIT TO PANAY 


"Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh was with us again for a brief visit," writes 
the France Field Corresyondent, "he having flown a Sikorski Amphibian here from 
Miami with mail for the Panama Airways. ‘While he was here, he was taken on a 
fishing trip to the Paiis Islands and from all renorts received on the trip he 
enjoyed himself very much. 

Colonel and Mrs. Fisher gave a swimming party in his honor the day prior to 
his departure, and all of the prominent military, naval and civilian personnel 
on the Atlantic side were present. 

While Colonel Lindbergh did not mention his plans for getting married, while 
with us, he did show considerable interest in the fact that Lieut. George 
McDonald was able to get leave. from his new wife long enough to go on a fishing 
trip." Sac. 

---000~+- 


LIEUT. DONALD G. DUKE RESIGNS FROM ARMY ~ ¥ 


Lieut. Donal G. Duke, who has been on duty at the Boston, Mass., Airport, 
since December, 1927, rest#gned his commission as an officer of the Army to accept 
a position with the Pan American Airways, Inc., with headquarters at Cristobal, 

nal Zone. During the past several months, while on leave of absence, he estab- 
lished a mail and passenger route in Costa Rica. He will be in charge of the 
Cristobal office of the Commany and of Thien operations in: and out of the Canal 
zone. 

Commissioned in the Air Corns on February , 1918, Lieut. Duke was on duty 
as Instructor at the School for Aerial Observers, "Pos t Field, Fort Sill, Okla., 
until April, 1919, After completing three years of service in the Hawaiian 
Department, he served for brief »eriods at. Kolly Field, Texas; Fort Bliss, Texas, 
and at the 8th Corps Area Headmiarters,: Fort Sam Houston, Texas. In September, 
1923, he was ordered to duty in the Office’ Chief of Air Corns, Vashington, where 
he served until May, 1927. He served at Bolling Field until his assignment to 
the Boston Airnort. While on duty in Yashincton, Lieut. Duke worked zealously 
and energetically in connection with the establishment of airways and landing 
fields throughout .the country.. While prosecuting this work he participated in 
numerous long-distance cross-country flights. He has piloted all types of ser#’; 
vice planes and a mumber of ssiaisat daaaaed types. and ‘his total flying time has 
passed the 2,000-hour mark. 

Our best. wishes to Lieut. Dake in his new line of endeavor. 
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“News Letter, the Lansley ‘seribe's. version of it-is fiven below, as follows: 


AB % Flood, : Comandin:: the @C-5-251, landed on the roof of the Manitions: ‘Building 
. iu: Wasainston;: dD. Osi celiverins a letter. to. General Fechet, Chief of Air Corps, 


“Stance in -which mail-.has: been carried fran. an Army Post directly to the Office 


“use of: airships. This is the first time in the history of the Nation that’ an 


’ feat without a hitch -ané handed Colonel Wuest's message to Lieut. Otto Wienecke 
* office at 3:00 p.m. this date. The landing on the roof of the Munitions Build- 


the crew of the Airship on this excellent performance.! 


' “new. speed record when it completed the first leg of the flight in’2 hours ve 1. 


“: . Hoyt's actual flying time totalled 258 hours. 





WORD &iOUT Til: WOOF LANDING OF AIRSHIP TC-5 

Tne lencley Ficla “Corres-roncent ‘ives sadibagnal:. Naose" concernin;- the 3 

lanalin.: of the Airshis TC-5 on the roof of the Munitions Saildin; last month, 
“Altnou:h thecstory coverin: ‘this. episoce ayroecared in the last issve of the 


"On: February. 5th, a.ver-,. notewortuy. feat was accomplished when Castain Im. 


from Lieut .-Colonel Jacob %.5. Mest, A.C., which said: ‘This is the first in- 
‘Of: ithe :Chief. —— Corps..and I believe it should mark a new epoch in: the future # 


aArmy:airship has ares on ‘the. roof of the War Department Munitions ‘Building. 
Trough the landing factlities were very limited, Captain Flood completed the 


in charge of the landing crew on the roof. Ina letter to Lieut.-Colonel Wues+, 


Commanding OETheer of. Langley Field, the Chief of the Air Corps wrote as 
follows: 


"Your letter of Siete 5th..was. delivered to me by Lieut. Wienecke in my. 


ing was accomplished without difficulty and demonstrates the possibility of — 
this direct means of delivering commnications. I wish to congratulate you and 





During the flight to and from Washington, D.C., the Airship TC+5-251 made a 


mimates and returned in 2 hours and 20 minutes. 
On the 4th, the same airship, took.mail from the decks of the Pennsylvania 
Steamer 'Virginia Lee' in Hampton Roads enroute from Norfolk to Old Point. 
soth flights were undertaken: to: demonstrate. the practicability of the 
airships for eaewiety of messages in the military service." 
Sd. , © a3 ‘eh ee jer 000r-= es eee 





SMOKE Soni] MmubS Manto An Sax AMmoHTO 


Captain Ralgh H y ‘Siesdet:. of the 3rd Attack Group, in an A-3 equipped with 
smoke laying apparatus , was forced by -fog to land at Hallettsville, Texas , while 
enroute to San ‘Antonio to give a demonstration which had been requested by the 
Chemical Warfare Officer of the Eighth Corps Area. Arriving about thirty min- 
utes late on account of the forced:landing, the demonstration was scheduled for 
the day following. Inclement weather, however, prevented it. ‘The next morning 
when ready to lay the screen, the valve failed to function properly and only a 
thin stream of smoke was emitted. Returning to Fort Crockett without landing, 
Captain Wooten reported that a screen approximately 125 miles long was laid 
before the charge of F.M. gave out. It was learned that age will cause corro- 
sion and deterioration of the. Few. | tl : 

---000--- 





CAPTAIN HOYT MAKES ‘REOORD, FLIGHT TO. SAN. ANTONIO AND RETURN | é 


Within the snace of 37 ising: and 35 nimites, Captain Ross G. Hoyt, Air: 
Corps, pilot of one of the refueling planes in the recent ‘record-breaking dura- 
tion flight of the "Question. Mark,"- accomplished a double Dawn-to-Dusk Flight 
from Washington, D.C., to Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, and return, tre dis- 
tance involved anproximating: 3100 miles. Allowing. for his period of resi at 
Kelly Field of nine hours: and. the 15:to 20-mimte. periods taken up during the 
refueling of his plane at the several places he landed while enroute, cantain 





This flight was made solely:.for the purnose of carrying mail. Captain Soyt 


“took a plane’ that had been in usual service. at Bolling’ Field, and without any 
-re-touching or special changes:,- made the flight. to San Antonio and return with- 
“out incident. The flight demonstrates the capabilities of fighting planes to 
‘rendezvous at any point which might be menaced, whether on one. coast or on the 
°. other, within the space of eighteen hours. 


Lack of plans or prevaration featured Captain Hoyt'ts fast flight from the 
Capital City to: the Alamo City. The. airplane was the standard Army Pursuit P1-2 
(Curtiss Hawk) without increased gasoline ntiene The efficiency of the power 
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plant of this fast little pursuit ship may be appreciated from the fact that it 
was kept running contimoously from start to finish on both the going and return 
trips. 

During the entire trip Caotain Hoyt was furnished weather renorts by the 
United States Weather Burcan, iucluding wind direction and the velocity of same, 
and he states that the data furnished him proved absolutcly accurate. He en- 
countered clear weather througtcut, bat vas forced to bavtle strong head winds 
on his return journey after leaving Greenville, South Carolina. These were more 
in the nature of cross than direct winds, but they tended to retard his progress 
somewnat. 

When Cantain Hoyt arrived at Bolling Ficld before dawn Wednesday morning, 
March Sth, to take off for San Antonio, he fcunc the field a mass of md and 
watcr, with wrecked and live cirigibios scattered here and there. To avoid the 
almost certain prospect of ocing bogged dowa on the mddiy field on his take-off, 
the shin was wheeled to the concrete runvay betreen the hanrars. Telting advant- 
age of the 250 feet of this runway running north and south, the wheels cleared 
the ground just as the end of the concrete was reached. The niane took the air 
at 4:25 a.m., and Captain Hoyt flew alons the course of the Air Mail beacons 
which are strung along at 40-mile intervals between New York and Atlanta, Ga. 

Arriving at the Municinal Airsort at Greenville, Sov.tn Carolina, at 7:50 
a.m., his plane was serviced with 70 gellons of gasoline and one gallon of oil. 
Fifteen mimates later he took eff for Jackson, Miss., passing over Birmingham, 
Ala., enroute. Because he encountered strong; head winds during the 480-mile run 
from Greenville, Capt. Hoyt landed at the Jackson airdrome with tut three gallon 
of gas left in his tank, remarking that never before vas he sc glad to set toa 
landing place as at this particular time. Had he been six miles off his course, 
he would not have been able to make the fielé. Throughout his entire journey. 
Captain Hoyt stated, his motor consumed fuel regularly at the rate of 20 gallons 
per hour. At certain intervals he flew at the rate of 160 milss per hour. 

Reaching Jackson, Mississixpi, at 1:10 p.m., Eastern Standard Time, the 
little pursuit shin was serviced with 100 gallons of cas and a gaXlon of oil. 
Twenty mimites later it was in the air avein anroute to Shreveport, La., where 
its wheels touched at 2:45 9.m. A southrest wind was encountered all the way, ii 
having changed to that direction after the desarture from Jackson. Avoproximatel; 
50 gallons of gasoline were needed to completely fill the tanks, and at 3:10 p.m. 
the plane was in the air again yointing towards San Antonio. Kelly Field was 
reached at 6:45 p.m., Central Time, just 15 minvtes before darkness. From 
Shreveport, Caotain Hoyt bucked a very hish southwest vind the entire distance 
to Kelly Field. ; 

At Kelly Field the motor was stomped for the first time since leaving 
Washington, The airplone and motor wore given a routine check and Captain Hoyt 
left instructions to have it ready for flizht at 5:30 the next morning. 

Captain Hoyt stated that he did not feel fatigued as the result of his 1500- 
mile flight. Goings to bed at 9:00 o'clock, he arose at 2:45, and an hour later 
was in the air again on his return flight to Wasnington. It was then 23 hours 
before daylight, and climbing to an altitude of alout 4,000 feet he could see thc 
lights of New Braunfels and Seguin, Texas, anpnroximately 40 miles distant. He 
checked his compass on New Braunfels, having no vind aloft renort, and in that 
way determined what nis actual compass course would be, maltine allovance for the 
wind. Flying this compass course coustantly until dayoreal:, with a check on the 
lights of Austin, Texas, which city was several miles off to his left, Captain 
Hoyt, two hours and forty-five mimutes later, found himself over Shreveport, Ia. 
On checking his gasoline sunply, he was gratified to find that a favoring wind 
had speeced his pnrogress to such an extent that a sufficient supnly was on hand 
to enable him to contime on to Monroe, Ia., 110 miles further on. From Shreve- 
port the wind changed, and he was forced to buck it all the way to Monroe, where 
he landed at 7:50 a.m., Central Time. Fifteen minutes later, after taking on 
80 gallons of gas ania gallon of oi], he tool off for Greenville, $.C., via 
Birmingham, Ala. Feeling somevhat dubious as to whether his fuel supoly would 
last until Greenville was reached, Captain Hoyt landed at Birmingham at 11:45 
a.m., Eastern Time. Only 10 -allons of high test gas was available on the field, 
however, but this small amount, as it subsequently developed, proved just about 


sufficient, for upon landing at Greenville, after taking off from Birmingham at _ 


12:00, Hastern Time, Captain Hoyt found exactly ten gallous of gasoline left in 
the tank. He felt very thaniful that he had lancei at 3irmiugham. 
Taxing on 90 gallons of gas anc a gallon of oil at Greenville, Captain Hoyt 
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took off at 3:00 o'clock, Eastern Time, for Bolling Field. From this noint on 
_ he encountered severe cross winds, same having increased gradually throughout 
the day, as they swung towards the Northwest. He landed at Bolling Field at 
6:00 o'clock in a 60-mile gale. After rolling along the ground a short distance, 
& strong gust of wind picked up his ship and carried it along ol at twenty feet 
above the greuni for some distance. Captain Hoyt immediately ie Ene motor 
full throttle and landec somewhat hard, but with no damage to his ship. 

---000--- 


QUESTION MARK FLYERS GREZTED BY PENNSYLVANIA DIGNITARIES 
By the Middletown Air De»not Correspondent 


To many people the flight of the "Question Mark" terminated on that chilly 
day, January 7th, in California. To a small but interested group of officers 
and civilians at this station, however, the flicht was not completed on Jamuary 
7th, but ended finally on a still colder day, February 12th, at Middletown, Pa. 
. A small group of interested personnel, including revorters from the Harrisburg 

newspapers and photogrankers, gathered with coat collars turned up and teeth 
chattering at the Operations hanzar on Olmstead Field as young Quesada set the 
plane down in his usual three-point style. Major Dargue, Major Spatz, Mr. Fred 
.Spatz and Captair. Hoyt, in three 02-H's, accompanied the "Question Mark" par‘, / 
way, but landed here several mimates earlier. t 

Captain F.F. Christine met the chilly pilots, and they were taken into the 
hangar to thaw out before embarking for the Capitol at Harrisburg. At the 
Ua xitol, Governor Fisher, with members of his Cabinet, Senators and Representa- 
tives interested in aviation, received the visitors, together with the permanent, 
officess from the Middletowm Depot. 

The Pennsylvania State Legislature being in session, the Speaker of the 
House formally introduced each member of the crew of the "Question Mark," call- 
ing upon them for a short talk. By this time the personnel had been through so 
many dinners, with their attendant after dinner speeches, that they seemed per- 
fectly at home at the Speaker's stand, and each made a few avpropriate remarks, 
much to the enthusiasm and interest of the lesislators of the Keystone State. 

After the Capitol visit, back into waiting automobiles, and escorted by the 
famous "flying wedge" of the Pennsylvania State motorcycle patrolmen, they 
journeyed over to the Penn-Harris Hotel, where a delicious luncheon was served 
through the courtesy of Col. E.J. Stackpole and Cept. A.H. Stackpole. Afver 
luncheon the party came back to Olmstead Field, where the 02's were warmed up 
and the distinguished guests denarted for Bolling. Despite the cold, and a 
high wind, it was necessary for the operations personnel to throw stakes and 
repe around the "Question Mark" to keep the interested inhabitants of this re- 
gion from climbing aboard and possibly departing vith souvenirs of the 
historic plane. 

At this time the "Question Mark" is anproximately 90% completed ina 
thorough major overhavl. At first it was thought that the plane would be renc- 
vated throughout and ready to fly in the inauguration ceremonies of Presiden: 
Hoover, but this will not be the case, as there was too mich work to be complet- 
ed in transforming it back into a service type tiansport. 

On February 19th the Chamber of Commerce of Harrisburg, Pa., tendered a 7e- 
ception to the Governor of the State of Pennsylvania, his Cabinet and the mem 
bers of the Legislature. (Capt. F.F. Christine, Capt. J.T. Fleming, QMC, Lieuts. 
Ray G. Harris, K.C. McGregor, Harry H. Mills, Milton J. Smith and Contrac* Sur- 
geon John F. Blecher, were guests at this recention, being honored by being 

. Seated at a tatle immediately adjacent to that of the Governor and the Sveaker. 
The Chamber of Commerce is heartily back of the movement to establish an ade- 
quate airnort for the City of Harrisburg, and they have felt free to call unon 
any Air Corps members ef the Depot for technical advice, information, statistics 
or anything else which might help them in their selection of the best site for 
their airport. What little aid has been requested of the officers of the Tepot 
has been most gladly given, and it is now believed that by May or June their 
airport will be a going concern and handling a great deal of the commercial 
traffic which comes up and down the Susquehanna Valley. 

As there were many important sneeches to be made and broadcast during ‘he 
dinner, the Army officers were merely called upon to stand up and be introduced 
to the audience. It is estimated that there were more than 600 guests at this 
dinner, and it is hoped that officers from this post may attend future gather- 
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ings of this kind, as it helve them to know the neople of Harrisburg and vicin- 
ity, and through these contacts these people ;ain an understanding of what the 
Army mission here is and what it is trying to do. 

On Wednesday, February 20th, Captain F.F. Christine and Licut. Ray G.Harris 
the Exnzinecr Officer of the flicht of the Question Mark, attended a regular 
luncheon of the Chamber of Commerce in Harrisburg, during which both officers 
were called unon to give short talks. lIicut. Harris snoke on "Some of the 
Unusual Features Attendins the Flizht of the 'Question Mark'", which the listen- 
ers had not learned from the newspavers. Cantain Christine's talk was on "The 
Past, Present and Future of the Middletowm Depot." After luncheon they were 
both congratulated on the manner and substance of their sneeches, and the 
Secretary of the Charber »2f Commerce reoucsted that their addresses be typed 
ana mailed to them as a reference in their files. 

---000--- 


FORMER AIR CORPS OFFICERS BECOME OFFICIALS OF CURTISS. CO. 


Two former officers of the Air Corps, both of rhom rendered conspicuous 
service while wearing the uniform, and tho are now affiliated with the Curtiss 
Aeronlane and Motor Co., dropned into the Information Division recently to say 
"Howdy." The first to call was Major ©.C. Moseley, Reserve, vho, it will be 
recalled, won the first Pulitzer Trophy Race which was held in New York on 
Thankssiving Day in 1920. Pilotins the Verville-Packard airnlane, he covered 
the closed circuit totalling 122 miles at the then considered amazing average 
speed of 178 miles an hour. 

Lieut. maahey was considered an exceptional vilot, having many long cross- 
country flights to his credit and flying; mmcrous types of planes. He resigned 
from the service to enter commercial aviation, accenting the Vice Presidency of 
the Western Air Express with headquarters at Los Angeles, Calif., in charge of 
operations. Just recently he relinquished this position to become Vice Presi- 
dent and Director of the Curtiss Flyinz Service, with headquarters at Los 
Angeles. Major Moseley states that the Curtiss Comany contemplates establish- 
ing flying schools at Oakland, Calif.; Portland, Oregon; Spokane, Washington, 
and at other places. He is also the Curtiss-Keyes representative for the 
Transcontinental Air Transport. 

The other new official of the Curtiss Company is Major Burdette S.Wright, 
Reserve, who, on February 27th, at a meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Co., was unanimously elected Vice President of that 
Company in Washington with authority to nerotiate, sign and deliver for and on 
behalf of this Company contracts with the United States Government for the con- 
struction of airplanes, airplane motors and airplane parts. 

Major Wright's record as an officer of the Air Corps was of the highest 
character. While on duty in the Training and Operations Division, Office Chief 
of Air Corps, he played a prominent part in furthering the establishment of air- 
ways and landing fields throughout the country. During his tour of duty at the 
Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas, he performed valuable service 
towards the general improvement in training methods. Ordered back to duty in 
the Office of the Chief of Air Corps, Major Wright was assigned as Chief of the 
Information Division, but he only served in that canacity for several months, 
resigning from the Army to accent a more reminerative position in civil life. 
He was recently decorated with the Distinguished Service Cross for consyicuous 
and meritorious service overseas during the war. 

Our heartiest congratulations are extended to these two former members of 
the Air Corps, and we are sure we echo the sentiments of their friends both in 
and out of the service when we say that we wish them all possible success in 
their new undertakings. ae 

---000--- 


Piloting service type »lanes, Lieuts. Stanley M. Umstead and Ednmnd P. 
Gaines, flew cross-country from Mitchel Field, N.Y. to Miami, Fla. The flight — 
was for the purjose of cross-country training and to attend exercises in connec-_ 
tion with the dedication of the Pan-American Airport at that city. Sketches 
were made of several landing fields en route, and on their return to Mitchel 
Field each pilot submitted complete reports of the routes flown. 
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HOPEFUL SIGNS FOR PROMOTION LEGISLATION © 


It is most unfortunate, of course, that durin: the session of Congress just 
terminated promotion lecislation again failed of enactment. High hopes were en- 
tertained that »nromotion relief vould be secured during this session, inasmuch 
as both Houses of Consress anpeared to be in accord on the provosition that i 
remedial action was necessary to eliminate statnation in promotion among officer: 
of ‘the Army. 

Dis couraging, as the failure of this lesislation to pass has no doubt proven 
to be, hope should not be abandoned. Beyond all doubt the proposition will be 
taken up at the next regular session of Conrress and prosecuted with renewed 
vigor. Promotion legislation is standing in the batter's box with two strikes 
against it. <aAs the coacher always says, "it only taxes one." The next pitch 
will be straight over and it will be knocked a mile. This is our feeling 

about it. 

In the last annual report of Assistant Secretary of War Davison, he stated: 
"The Furlow bill, as it passed the House, is unquestionably the most satisfactor, 
promotion measure ever introduced, from the Air Corns standpoint. It is earnest- 
ly to be desired that ‘the measure, or one containing its »rovisions in substance 
be enacted into law." 

While Congress has recoynized the necessity for certain changes to be made 
in the system of promotion in the Army as a whole, it has nevertheless been ap- 
parent that the Air Corps needec this nromotion more than any other branch. 
Other measures were renorted by both the Senate and House Military Committees to 
take care of promotion in the Army as a whole. 

The whole problem finally came to a head during the closing days of 
Congress, when all measures were thrown into conference with a view to reaching 
a-solution prior to adjournment. It was a confercnce on promotion for the whole 
Army, the snecial features for the Air Corns bein; incorporated in one section. 

Agreement was reached on many of the immortant features, and among these 
were the provisions for the Air Corps. Both the Senate and the House reco,;nized 
the necessity for special consideration for the Air Corns, and coniplete agree- 
ment was reached which diffcred in no essential detail from the bill ‘originally 
introduced aid passed unanimously by the House. A deadlock resulted on »rovi- 
sions affecting one groun of Army officers the day before adjournment. 

A great deal of nrofress has been made in reaching the solution of the pro- 
motion problem for the Air Corns. It is hoped and believed that the constructiv 
work already done will not be lost, and that the next Congress will accept the 
basic princivles and many of the details that have already been agreed upon by . 
the Congress which has just adjourned. Among these principles we find: 

(a) The necessity for a list of flying officers of the Air Corps for 
promotion purposes. 

(o) A reasonable assurance of yromotion based upon years of service with f 
such accelerated promotion as may te required to meet the conditions peculiar i 
to service in the Air Corps and maintain a balanced force in the various grades. 

(c) Special provisions for. retirement in recornition of the hazardous 
nature of the service and. in order to »rovide an outlet for flying officers who 
have passed the peak of their corbat efficiency, this moiataining the flying 
epeeenenay: of the = as a whole. 

---000--- 
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WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFACTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


CHANGES OF STATION: Following officers to revort to Army Var College, Washington, 
for duty as student, 1929-1939 course -- 

Major Joseph T. McNarney, Office Chief of the Air Corps. i 

Major Junius W. Jones, Gereral Service School, Fort Leavenvorth, Kansas. 

Major Clinton W. Russell, Instructor, General Service School, Ft.leavenvrortt. 

Lieut.-Col. Arthur G. Fisher, upon completion tour of duty in Panama. 

To Hawaiian Department, sailin: from San Francisco about June 19, 1929, 
piptain Frank E. Pritchard, Rockwell Field, and lst Lieut. Thomas L. Gilbert, 
Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla. 

Major Rush B. Lincoln relieved from detail as member of War Department 


General Staff, June 4, 1929, and to Boston, Mass., for duty at Headquarters, lst 
Corps Area. 
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CHANGES OF STATION (Contimed) Cantrin tiovell H. Smith to Buffalo, N.Y., as 
Air Corss Representative at Curtiss Aeronlane and Motor Co., Inc. won cormmletior 
of tour of duty in Hawaiian Department. 

Captain Henry Pascale to Lengley Field, Va., unon completion of tour of duty 
in Hawaiian Denartment. 

Cantain John G. Whitesides to Materiel Division, Vright Field, upon comple- 
tion tour of duty in Philiosines. 

Upon commletion of tour of duty in Philinnines, lst Lieut. Paul E. Burrows 
to Rockwell Ficld and lst Lieut. Donald R. Goodrich to Air Corps Detachment, 
Fort Leavenvorth, Kansas. 

lst Lieut. Henry F. Sessions, unon completion of tour of duty in Panama, to 
Post Field, Fort Sill, Oklahoma. | 

lst Lieut. Edrewnd C. Lynch,3Bmooks Field, to Panama Canal Zone, sailing from 
New York about June 15th. 

lst Licut. Charles T. Myers, Jr., Brooks Field, to Philippines, sailing 
from San Francisco about May 25th. 

end Lieut. Earl C. Robbins, Air Corps Training Center, to Brooks Field,Tex. 

end Lieut. Oscar F. Carlson, Brooks Field, to March Field as Instructor. 

Upon completion of present tour of foreign service, lst Lieut. Lyman P. 
Whitten to Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington, instead of to March Field. 

end Lieut. John R. Hawkins, Brooks Field, to March Field as Instructor. 

lst Lieut. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, March Field, to Hawaiian Department, sailing 
from San Francisco about May 24th. . 

Orders assigning lst Lieut. Leslie F. Young, Langley Field, to Hawaiian 
Department, revoked. 

Captain Floyd E. Galloway, Office Assistant Secretary of Var, Washington, 
to Bowman Field, Louisville, Ky., for duty with Organized Reserves, 5th CorpsAree 

lst Lieut. Victor E. Bertrandias, Air Corps Representative, Douglas Aircraft 
Co., Santa Monica, Calif. to Rockwell Field, Calif., effective August 1, 1929. 

lst Lieut. Dudley WV. Watkins to Wrigat Field, Dayton, 0., upon completion 
of duty in Philinpines. 

lst Lieut. Benjamin 3B. Cassiday, Kelly Field, to March Field, Calif. 

end Lieut. James A. Ellison, Bowman Field, Louisville, Ky., to Selfridge 
Field, Mich. 

RELIEVED FROM DSTAIL TO THE AIR CORPS: 2nd Lieut. Edward F. Shepherd, Q.M.C., 
to Infantry, end Division, Fort Sam Houston, Texas 

end Lieut. Harmden E, Montgomery, Jr. to 8th Infantry, Fort Screven, Ga. 

end Lieut. Henry F. Beaumont, 4th, Jr. to 6th Cavalry, Fort O;lethorpe, Ga. ° 

end Lieut. Clayton J. Mansfield to 2nd Cavalry, Fort Riley, Kansas. 

end Lieut. James M. Ivy to 10th Infantry, Fort Thomas, Ky. 

end Lieut. James P. Hill to 24th Infantry, Fort Senning, Ga. 

end Lieut. Alfred 3. Denniston, QMC, to 2nd Division, Fort Sam Houston,Tex. 
DETAILED TO THE AIR CORPS, and to “rimary Flying School, July 1,1929, Brooks 
Field, Texas, for training: 2nd Lieits. Richard P. O'Keefe, Ficld Artillery; 
Walter A. Simon, Infantry; Charles 3. Stone, 9th. Infantry. 

PROMOTIONS; Baptain Vincent 3. Dixon to Major, rank from Jamary 22, 1929. 

-lst Lieut. Frank D. Hackett to Captain, rank from February 11, 1929. 

Ist Lieut. Alfred I. Puryear to Captain, rank from Jamary 17, 1929. 

end Lieut. Fred A. Ingalls to lst Licut., rank from Jamery 22, 1929. 

2nd Lieut. Robert L. Brookings to lst Lieut., rank from February 27, 1929. 
RESERVa OFFICERS ORDERED TO EXTENDED ACTIVE DUTY - 

Captain Wm. C. Thomas March 3 to June 30, 1929, to Chamte Field, Rantoul, 
Tll., to pursue course of instruction at Air Corps Technical School. 

end Lieut. Roy Hubert Boundreaux, March 1 to June 30, 1929, Crissy Field. 
RESIGNATION - lst Lieut. Donald G. Duke, March 4, 1929. 

---000--~ 


GLARE OF SUN RAYS ON ICE PARTICLES FORCE ALTITUDE FLYERS TO DESCEND 


Lieut. Harry A. Johnson, pilot, accompanied by Captain Albert W. Stevens, 
observer and aerial photographer, toox off from Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, at 
2:25 p.m., February 12th,.on a hich altitude flight with a K-3A camera. 

An altitude of 27,000 feet F.A.I. was obtaineu before they were forced to 
descend, this being due to the fact that they vere blinded by the reflection of 
the sun on ice yarticles in the air. The temperature at 37,000 feet was 76 
degrees below zero. The exnerimental electrically-heated goggles worn by both 
men functioned satisfactorily down to 60 degrees below zero, while the exneri- 
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mental electrically-heated ¢loves they wore functioned satisfactorily all the 
way. The liquid oxygen supply was ample and functioned satisfactorily. Severa) 
Successful photographs were taken. 

Secause of the gogsle lenses fogzing after a temperature of 60 degrees was 
reached, plans were made for additional heat coils to insure clear vision dom 
to 80 degrees below zero. 





---000--- 
NIGHT PHOTOGRAPHS OF WASHINGTON FROM THE AIR | 


Captain Albert W. Stevens, one of the foremost aerial photographers of the 
Army Air Corps, piloted by the veteran Army flyer, Lieut. John D. Corkille,made 
night photographs of the White House and the Capitol on the night of March 3rd. 

4A standard 02- Observation airnlane, equipped for night flying, with land- 
ing lights and long exhaust stacks, was used in this night photographic work. 
These lengthy exhaust stacks are utilized in order to eliminate the flare from 
the exhaust gas. The flare, which is only visible in darkness, has a tendency 
to Dlind the vision of the pilot and fog the picture. In night aerial photo- 
graphic work absolute darkness in the airplane is essential for best results. 

The camera used was the standard Army K-3, which is now being supplied to 
Air Corps organizations, with a few modifications. 

Captain Stevens was not favored with the best of luck in his endeavor to 
take photographs of the Capital City on the night before the Infmguration. Sev. | 
eral unexpected mishaps in the operation of the camera and the flashlight bomb 
release prevented him from obtaining the best results Taking off at 7:30 p.m. 
the plane circled over. the White ‘House, a flashlight bomb was released and the 
camera clickod. The photograph did not prove ‘entirely successful, however. 
Fearing that:a. heavy charge of magnesium powder in the bomb would cause too 
great a ‘disturbance ‘in that ‘vicinity, the charge was reduced, and for that 
reason the photograph was not as sharply defined as would normally have been th. 
case. From the White House the nlane was flown over the Capitol, and Captain 
Stevens attempted to take a photogranh of it. For some unknown reason the bomb 
rack failed to function, and the flashlight bomb stuck despite all of Captain 
Stevens' efforts to extricate it with his fingers, which he later found were 
torn and tleeding. 

Gieut. Corkille flew the vlane back to Rolling Field, and at 10:30 p.m. 
took off again, with tombs of larger capacity, containing 25 pounds of magnesiun 
powder, to take several views of the Capitol. ‘The first "shot" turned out sat- 
isfactorily. The detonation from the bomb could be heard for some distance, and 
several windows in nearby buildings were broken as the result of the vibration. 
This photograph turned out sharp and clear. Cantain Stevens' second attempt td 
photograph the Capitol met with failure. It appears that some part of his para- 
chute became entangled with the electric switch, and when the flashlight bom) 
was released the stutter failed to trip. After each picture was taken the pianc 
was flown over the Potomac River and Captain Stevens busied himself with the 
quick-work developing process. Five mimiutes or so later Lieut. Corkille viloted 
the plane over the parking area back of the Munitions Building, which-hac been 
cleared of automobiles. Placing the can containing the developed, washeé ard 
dried negative in a message bag, to which a long whate streamer was attach 1ec, as 








well as a red flare, it was dropped from the plane and landed within ten feet of 
the group of Air Corps officers, Major Longanecker, Lieuts. Ennis and Kirksey, 
who were waiting below. The first time the message bag was dropped, the flare 
blew out in the slipstream and they failed to see where it landed. Calling up 
Captain Stevens at Bolling Field, he stated that the bag dropped close to the 
wire fence and within 30 feet of the gate. The night was quite dark, and with 
shrubbery and many trees in the vicinity, the group of officers felt that «ney 
were about to search for a needle ina haystack. Walking to the point spec‘- 
fied by Captain Stevens the streamer and message bag were found hanging on <he 
wire fence. 

The films were taken to the office of the American Telegraph and Telepnone 
Company, where a positive film was printed from the negative in the same ranner 
as a positive picture would be printed. 3oth films were then placed on the 
transmitting roll or drum of the telephoto apparatus and immeciately sent by 
wire to eight of the. principal cities of the United States. There they were 
recopied and 25 positive prints struck off at each station and delivered to Arny 
Air Corps representatives for distribution to the press. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 
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San_Antonio Air Depot, Duncen Field, Texas, Fe eb. 20th. 








The officers ond ladies of — Field enterteined at e dance on Friday. 
evening, Februery 8th, inviting as gucsts all officers and their ledies of the 
several Army activities in San Antonio and vicinity. The Kelly Field Officers! 
Club Room was borrowed for the occasion, and was decorated with novel and strik- 
ing effects. Seven parachutes were suspended from the ceiling and, when ovnened 
in the shape of large bells, formed a canopy over the entire room. The shroud 
lines were run to the sides of the room and were wrapped with crepe paper in 
the Air Corps colors. The permanent lights in the building were removed and an 
attractive lighting effect obtained by suspending e large Japanese lantern from 
the center of each perechute. A profusion of palms and flowers eompleted the 
decorations. Punch was served throughout the evening and light refreshments at 
midnight. Delightful music was provided by the Kelly Field Orchestra. Two hun- 
dred fifty guests were prvsent and were received by Brigadier-General and Mrs. 
Frank P. Lahm, Lieut.-Colonel and Mrs. James A. Mars, Captain and Mrs. Otto G. 
Trunk and Lieut. and Mrs. Charles E. Branshaw. — 

On February 15th a group of twenty-three students of the Air Corps Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, visited the Depot for a tour of inspection of our 
activities, in connection with their course of instruction, the group being in 
charge of Lieut. T.A. Sims, Jr. 

Lieut. Fdgar E. Glenn, A.C., on duty with the Organized Reserves at Hatbox 
Field, Muskogee, Okla., paid us a visit by air, on February 18th, in connection 
with minor repairs for his plane. 

The following airplanes and engines were overhauled and repaired in the 
Engineering Department of the Depot during January:- Airplanes - 3 D¥-4M-1, 

1 DH-4M-2, 1 DH-4M-eT, 8 PT-1, 2 AT-4, 3 O02, 1 O2-A, 1 O2-C, Total, 20: Engines- 
24 Wright E, 6 Wright J-5, 10 Curtiss D-12, Total, 40. 


Fort Crockett, Texas, February 28th. 





The entire command was much pleased when the Commanding Officer received 
a commendation for the efficient administration of Fort Crockett and for the 
good morale, discipline and training of the Third Attack Group. Each officer 
and enlisted man was also commended for this satisfactory condition. 

Lieut. John L. Hitchings, returned for duty on February 10th after an 
absence of six weeks as a student in the Cook's and Baker's School at Fort Sam 
Youston. He reports that the course was well worth taking and that it was most 
ably presented. 

Major Jouett, with Captain Murphy, Flight Surgeon, flew to Fort Sam Houston 
on February llth, returning the same day. While there Captain Murphy made the 
necessary arrangements for coming operations on both himself and Capt .Idzorek. 

Lieut. G.C. McGinley's quarters in the City were the scene of a most en- 
joyable chop suey and poker party in honor of his birthday. Proper reverence 
was paid to the memory of Lieut. E.4¥. Wood, lete chop suey eating champion of 
the Group. No new records were made, so Ed still holds the honor. Mrs. Mc- 
Ginley was the hostess of the "poker widows" at a bridge party in the quarters 
of Mrs. James T. Curry, at the Post, so an enjoyable and seaport dg tie was 
enjoyed by all. 

The evening of February 10th will be long remembered as the date of the 
"Wild West Party" held at the Air Corps Club. The entertainment committee, con- 
Sisting of Lieuts. Flock, Heber, and Johnston, deserves much credit for the most 
avpropriate decorations and settings, The filming of the Super-picture "Wild 
Nell", by the Crockett Film Company added to the enjoyment of the euests. 

A class in Courts-Martial was attended by all officers of the command on 
the evening of February 20th, at the Officers' Club. A demonstration of con- 
clusive evidence was given when in the course of a few brief minutes the entire 
case was lost to the Prosecution when it was clearly shom that the President 
of the Court, Captain S.J. Idzorek, was the gwilty party. Captain Idzorek was 
rendered speechless for an instant. 
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Rockwell Field, Corenedy, Cal., March lst. 











Six pilots of the 95th Pursuit Squadron added a touch of color and a few 
thrills to the dedicetion ceremonies at the Glendale Airport, Glendale,(alif., 
on Washinzton's Birthday. The officers were luncheon guests of the Glendale 
Chamber of Commerce. The flight returned to Rockwell Field the same day. 

A farewell dinner and dance was given in honor of Lieut. and Mrs. A.C. 
Stricklend, and Lieut. and Mrs. 0.P. Gothlin, Jr., on the evening of Webruary 
25th, by the officers of the 95th Pursuit Squadron, Rockwell Field. Lieut. 
Strickland has received orders for foreign service in the Hewaiian Department, 
and Lieut. Gothlin was assigned as Air Corps Representative at the Boeing Air- 
plane Corporation, Seattle, Washington. Following the dinner at the Coronado 
Country Club, the vnarty adjourned to the Officers Club, Rockwell Field, where - 
the entire commissioned personnel and the ladies of the Post devoted the remain- 
der of the evening to dancing. 

Rockwell Field now has five new Second Dieubensnte, Air Corps, Regular Army. 
As a result of the Regular Army examinations held at Rockwell Field, in December, 
1928, Lieuts. R.V. Williaus, F.A, Solter, S.K, Robinson, J.E, Mallory and N.H. 
Ives, Reserves, at that time on extended active duty, received commissions in 
the Air Corps. All of the new officers are assigned to the 95th rarecis Squadron. 
Commissions date from February 2, 1929, 

Lieut. John K. Nissley, A.C., was appointed Instructor in the Mess Manage- 
ment Course Troop School, to be conducted at Rockwell Field. Approximately 
thirty officers will attend this course, which starts March 4th. ; 

Lieut. F.P. Kenny, A.C., 11th Bombardment Squadron, was appointed Post Ex- 
change Officer, vice Lieut. Baez, Jr., relieved. Lieut. H.R. Baxter was. appoint- 
ed as Assistant Post Exchange Officer. 

Lieut. Raphael Beez, Jr., Air Corps, was relieved from assignment and duty 
with the llth Bombardment Squadron, Rockwell Field, and assigned to duty with 
the Rockwell Air Depot. Lieut. Baez was appointed Assistant Engineering Officer 
of the Depot. . 

Lieut. J.K. Nissley, in charge of the Armament Section of the llth Bombard- 
ment Squadron, has been busy for the past month constructing an altitude bombing 
range and bomb dump on the corner of the field towards Point Loma. It is-ex- 
pected this range will be ready for actual bombing upon the arrival of the new 
bombers from the Keystone Aircraft Factory, Bristol, Pa. For high altitude bomb- 
ing the Squadron will use water targets located between the mainland and the 
Coronado Islands. 

Major W.B. Clagett, Air Officer of tne 9th Corps sonn. was a recent visitor 
at the Post, arriving by plane on Tebruary 25th and departing March lst. 

Orders were received assigning the following Second Lieuts., Air Corps Re- 


‘serve, to active duty at Rockwell Field, effective March lst: Sam W. Cheyney; 


James A. Ronin; John P. Kenny; Lewis R. Parker and David D. Graves. 

Capt. Ira C. Eaker arrived at Rockwell Field, March lst, in a new Boeing 
PW-12 plane, and departed 6:30 A.M., March 2nd, en route to Tucson and points 
east. 
Lieuts. Ives, Mallory, Robinson and Smith h poed up to Crissy Field on 
Washington's Birthday, and returned the following Sunday. The return flight was 
made in three hours and twenty minutes flying time, due to a strong tail wind. 
Ordinarily the flight between San Francisco and San Diego requires close to four 
hours in PW-9s. . 


Langley Field, Yammton, Va., February 16th. 





Twentieth Bombardment Squadron by Lt. M.M. Burnside,A.C.: Sets. A.J. 
DeRosset and C.A. Meyers of this Squadron are receiving a month's course of 





» instruction in the Pratt-Woitney fectory at Yartford, Conn. The new LB-7s will 
. be equipped with motors produced by this factory. 


The Group is starting formation work in the Squedron training périod. Each 
organization has one plane in commission, making just enough for a: three plane 
formation. 

One bombing team of the 20th Squadron was split with the departure of Lt. 


-A.H. Johnson, who will attend the Chemical Warfare School at Edgewood Arsenal 


during the next ten w-eks. 
Some difficulty was experienced in bombing with the present type .100-1b. 
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bomb. A large number of them tumble in flight. This causes a loss in the for- 
ward speed of the borb, resulting in its follinz short of the target. 

The newly desisned vertical fins for the present LR-5-A planes, now being 
used by the Group, arrived in the new LB-7 and are being installed on the planes 
turned out by the Aero Repair. This allows the 20th and 96th Squadrons to put 
another plane in commission at a time when they are badly needed, due to the 
training vrogram in rrogress at this tine. 

A great deal of excitenent was created on January c6th, when an LB-¥ arriv- 
ed at Langlcy on its way to Wright Field. Every Devsrtnent of the Squadron was 
represented. The es jenna examined the rear encknit; the mechanics look- 
ed over the engines; the pilovs sat behind the wheel, ond we all took a long look 
at the tail section, which Sachin nuch better than the LB-5A. 

With only one plane in conmission, the Squadron is in the seme predicament 
as tne rest of the Squadrons in the Group. When the new fins arrive from the 
Keystone Factory, howéver, the other two planes in each organization will be 
available. In addition to the lone LB-5A, the Squadron has a few AT-5s and 0-11: 
available for navigation and gunnery missions. 

Nineteenth Airs*io Comnany Cee Mo. MePugo, a6. During the past pata 
a total of twelve flights was made by the airships TC-5-251 and TC-10-254 for 
total aircraft time of 32 hours snd 179 man hours. ) 

The old Air Cruiser, the "TO-19--254", has completed her test flights and 
is now ready again to take her place with the "TC-5-cdl". 

First Lieut. Alfred I. Puryear, on Detached Service at Kelly Field, was pro- 
moted to Captain, to rank as such from January 17th, 1329. The entire Company 
extends its heartiest congratulations to Captain Purycar on his well earned 
promotion. 

In a fast and well played game on February 7th, the 20th Squadron Basketball 
Team defeated the 19th Team, 29 to 27, making the winning goal just as the game 
ended. The 19th wes in the lead practically throughout the geme. 

Very little flving was done durinz the past week, due to high winds and rain 
necesSiteting a postponcnent of practicelly all the scheduled missions. 

On January 2end, Lieuts. Buie and Wicnecke, made a Free Balloon Training 
Flight. Taking off et 1:35 P.M., a drag rope landing was made at Fort Eustis 
at 5:05 P.M. 

On January 25th the TC-5-251 made a réconnaissance flight of 14 hours 
duration. 

The 19th Basketbell Teem storted a belated schedule last Wednesday by down- 
ing the C.A.S.D. of Fort Monroe by the score of 42 to 33. The 19th functioned 
exceedingly well as a team, though Tyrrell and Clark were the shining lights, 
the former scoring 23 points alone, while the latter, entering as a substitute 

in te second half, showing some wonderful vassing. 

On January 27tn, the Soccer Team of the 19th Comoany, Virginia State Cham- 
pions last year, took the lead in tue League for this year by easily downing the 
sturdy Newnort News Lleven by the score of 4 to 1. The 19th Team has a reputa- 
tion for sneed, which they have certainly upheld in every game played this year. 
The Team journeyed to Richmond, Virginia, on February 2nd, and enzaged the City 
of Ricumond Team in what was scheduled as a Soccer Game, but which really devel- 
oped into a disagreement, the game being stopped at half time with the score 2 
all. ' 

The Basketball Teem engaged in only one game this week, defeating the Yamp- 
ton A's 33.to 15. <A number of games are on scheudle with some of the best teams 
on the Peninsula. a 

Forty-Niuth Bombardment Squedren, by Cant. C.G.S llers, Air- Res.! Teca.Sgt. 

Llovd 4, McGhee, R-726507, was acsigned to organization, ebruary 7th, to fill 
the vacancy caused by the smomeh bon: and transfer of Tech.¢ Set. Semuel J. Davis, 
to the 15th Observation Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mich. 

Pvt. Jemes M. Ritzinko, 6773459, was discharged per ETS, and re-enlisted 
for Philippine Department on Feoruary 7th. 

Pvt. Archibald J. Sherwood, 6808128, was dischorged per dependency on 
February 6th. 

Steff Sct. Edward Weeks, R-127972, was placed on DS at Chanute Field, [11l., 
to pursue course of instruction in Airplane/Engine Mechanics. 

Second Lieuts. Cherles §. Vaughn and Cassius BR. Thomas, Air-Res., departed 
on a cross-country to Mitchel Field at 1:00 P.M., February 8th and returned on 
the loth. 
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The Squedron hes thirteen new men assigned (tentatively) on February lst. 
The total strensth of the orgenization is now 160. 
Second Bombardment Group Yerdquarters,A.C., by Lieut. A.J.Kerwin Malone,A.C 








Pvt. Mdward Wolfe, who hes been on Detached Service at the Baltimore Recruit 
ing Station, was transferred to D.E.M.L., effective, February lst. 

The following named men, having completed their preliminary training, were 
transferred to Second Bombardment Group Heedquarters, where they will be detailed 
in the offices of the Group Operations and Group Headquarters: Pvts. Fisher, 
Johnson, Mebus, Miller, Weston, Sutton and Yetter. 

lst Lieut. James E, Adams, A.C., has been on the sick list, having been 
marked "quarters" on the 9th of February. 

Pvt. lst Cl. Joe D. Fermoil has been in the hospital since February end. 

This organization is rather proud of its Basketball Team, which was recent- 
ly organized with Pvt. Julius P. Schmidt as Ceptain. 

Ninety-Sixth Bombardment Squadron, by Lt.Ernest G. Schmidt,A.C.: Lieut. 
Yackman participated in a week-end cross-country flight to Yartford, Conn. Sev- 
eral recruits were assigned to the Squadron during the past week. Sgt. Atkins, 
who is soon to retire, wes made First Sergeant. Two members of the Sduadron ex- 
pect to leave for Chanute Field some time this week. Lieut. Schmidt is putting 
the Basket ball Team through its paces and expects some good returns. 

Lieut. Beaton left on February Sth for New York to attend the Aircraft Show. 
Lieut. Hackman left on February 9th on a thirty days' leave of absence. Lieut. 
Stranathan left on the same date on a cross-country for Washington. Good progrers 
is being made in the individual training. Lieuts. Webster, Wolfinbarger, Schmidt 
and Malone qualified for "expert" in Aerial Machine Gunnery. 

The Squadron Basketball Team pleyed their first inter-squadron game, losing 
to the A.C.T.S. Detachment. 

Sgts. Arnold and Roberts returned from a thirty-day furlough spent in 
Bristol, Pa. Pvt. Prussek was discharged, Februery 9th. Twenty recruits joined 
this organization during the past week. 

Second Bombardment Group Yeadquarters,A.C., by Lt. Howard E. Hall,Air-Res.; 

Three LB-5SAs with the stability of the tail improved somewhat, were return- 
ed from the Aero Repair. These ships are kept in the air both morning and after- 
noon by pilots endeavoring to complete the treining in camera obscura, bombing, 
navigation, radio and gunnery missions. It was not possible to complete this 
training by February lst, as anticipated, and it will,therefore, be carried on 
into the next period of training. 

The LB-6s were scheduled to arrive,February lst and the Curtiss Condors 
about March lst. When these ships arrive it will give the Bonibardment Group the 
first oppvortunity it has had to act as a Group. 

The two new hangars are nearing completion and will be ready for the ships 
when they arrive. 

Fifty-Eighth Service Squadron: Lieut. Robert Wimsatt,A.C., was called to 
Washington last week on account of the death of his father, who was a resident 
of that city. Lieut. Wimsatt hurried to Washington in an 0-11 upon receiving 
the sad news. 

General: Lieut. E.A. Hillery,A.C., of the 9th Squadron, with Lieut. U.G. 
Ent as passenger, made a cross-country flight on February 9th to Atlanta, Ga. 

He left Langley in the afternoon at 1:30 and reached Atlanta 6 hours later. He 
returned to Langley two days later. 

Lieut. Corley McDarment received a gorgeous valentine, addressed in a fem- 
inine hand, from Washington,D.C., but no name was on it. Lieut. McDarment says 
he is not acquainted with any girls in Washington and he is baffled, puzzled and 
nonplussed. The valentine consists of a cluster of beautiful pasteboard hearts, 
done together with a pink ribbon. Each heart is a different size and each a 
different color with most sentimental poems on them. The colors are blue, yellc.i 
green (for jealousy), vrimrose(?), lavender( likewise?) and the Margest one is 
solid gold(color). The recipient is trying to locate the sender of this tender 
bunch of sentiments, and has a dry sleuth at work on the other end. If he lo- 
cates her, he wants to ask for her picture and start an active correspondence. 

If the party cannot be located and her name learned, the valentine will be saved 
until next year and sent out to somebody, because it is as good as new, having 
no writing on it. 











- 102 - V-5873,A.C. 





fret 


4+ OmWoarFe 


yo FA 














Fairfield Air Depot, Feirfield, Ohio, March lst. 


Major J.Y. Chisum, who has been Commanding officer at this Post since July 
1928, until the present tire, was assigned to the Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps, and left today fer his new assignment with Mrs. Chisum and their daughter, 
Polly, for Washington, D.C, To him we say, "Au Revoir", but not "Goodbye". 
Capt. Edward Laughlin, Engineering officer and Senior at this Post, is in conm- 
mand et the present time. 

Lieut. H.A. Bartron, Supply Officer, left February 27th in an 0-2 to be 
delivered to Fort Leavenworth. While on this trip, he will inspect the Supply 
activities at Richards, Offutt, Marshall Fields and the Air Corps Detachment 
at Fort Leavenworth. 

Lt. Omer Niergarth, Adjutant of this Field, enjoyed a month's vacantion in 
his new automobile, powered by an air-cooled motor. He and Mrs. Niergarth made 
a trip to the South and returned to this Post on Feb. 2lst, resuming his ol¢ 
position of Post Adjutant. ; 

On the eve of the anniversary of George Washington's birthday, Lieut. and 
Mrs. Asp gave a dinner a* the Side Slip Im for officers and wives at Fairfieid. 
Most of the guests appeared in fancy dress, which added spirit and novelty to 
the occasion. The tables were arranged in formof a "W", in honor of our first 
General. The table appointments were artistic and appropriate. Silver candle- 
sticks with red candles and other ornaments cast a delightful glamour over ‘ne 
festive scene. The host and hostess and some guests wore costumes of the col- 
onial period, while others affected the dress of other times and places. Cne of 
the most attractive costumes was worn by Mrs. Gillmore, who excited the qdmira- 
tion and curiosity of all by a creation of tne 90s with hat and coat to matcn. 

A few of the ladies, being handy with the needle, having imagination and a lean~ 
ing towards antiquarian lore, made their own interpretations of times long vast. 
It is not reported that any of the gentlemen followed the example of their fair 

partners, except in their facial make-ups where the unpracticed hand misplaced 

an eyebrow or mustache. 


France Field, Panama Canal Zone, Feb. 14th. 





A float was entered in the Panema Carnival Parade on February leth and it 
Won second prize. 

The float wes mede to represent the hangar line at France Field, with a 
formation of bombers, O2-Ys, Transport Planes and pW-9s over the Field, also a 
few planes were placed on the line ready to fly. The little planes were very 
good models of the planes they were built to represent. 

taff St. Harold D. Leroy and family arrived at this station on February 
4th from Crissy Field, as a replacement for Staff Sgt. McKnight. 

Staff Sgts. Sam Houston, from March Field, and Cerl S. Connor from Brooks 
Field, arrived at this station on February 4th as replacements for Staff Sgts. 
Lea and Stein. 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Cal., Feb. 15th. 








General William E. Gillmore, Chief of the Materiel Division, arrived az 
Rockwell Field, Februervy 7th, escorted by twelve PW-9Ds of the 95th Pursuit 
Squadron, led by Capt. Elmenccrf. The General was flown from Clover Field, 
Santa Monica, to Rockwelj Field, in a Douglas 02-H, piloted by Lieut. Bertran- 
dias. The Pursuit escort met the General's plane at San Clemente, and flew 
formation near it until over Rockwell Field. As the 02-" touched its wheels 
on the ground, the first round of the General's @&ihee was fired. 

General Gillmore visited Sen Diego and vicinity, inspecting proposed sites 
for the Air Depot, and conferring with City Officials. The City of San Diego 
is putting up a strenuous fight against the removel of the Air Devot from this 
section, and has made several offers of land to the Army in order to keep the 
Depot here. 

The llth Bombardment Squadron made another pilgrimage to.the Border City 
of Calexico on Februery 15th, for tactical maneuvers and cross-country training. 
Pilots of that organization are becoming very familiar with the terrain between 
Rockwell and Imperial Valley. 

Mr .Sgt. Baker, Signal Corps, Presidio of San Francisco, is at present on 
detached duty at Rockwell Field, busily engaged in installing a new switchboard 
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War Department orders were received relieving lst Lieut. Oliver P. Gothlin, 
.,Air Corns, from the Rockwell Air Neoot, and assiening him as Air Coros Repre 
ber at the Boeing Airolaene Comveny. 

The officers of Rockwell Field formed an indoor baseball league, and games 
are scheduled four afternoons each week. The commissioned personnel was divided 
into three teams, cenvtained by Major Woolford, Mejor “oughton end Captain Elmen- 
dorf. The winning team of the "Temocrance Leacue", determined by the schedule 
of 21 games series, will be sranted a Wednesdey afternoon lay-off by the Post 
Athletic Officer, Lieut. James. S. Stowell. 





Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, March 4th. 


Speaking of the weatner in this neck of the woods, everything has been 
frozen stiff and immovable. Even the clutch on the caterpillar tractor, trying 
to get to the only hot water snigot with the sirplenes, froze in gear while 
moving towards a ship. Before the driver could do something else to stop the 
infernal contraption it climbed right up on Juviter's tail (Juviter is an 0-24 
airplane No. 27-297),smashing it somewhat. 

Despite the inclement weather, the Cavalry experience course was completed 
this month. 

When the temperature dropned 10 degrees below, it kept the horsemen from 
working like yenst in the homebrew. School would then be substituted, our C.0O. 
being determined to make educated officers of us despite ourselves. So on such 
deys we sat huddled in flying suits while trying to grasp an inkling of combat 
orders, court-m°-rtisl,or what not, while we visualized the new field and its 
steam heated offices in the near (7?) future. 

2nd Lieut. Homer C. Munson left the Squadron this month to accept a posi- 
tion with Boeing. Good old Jack - he was mst as sorry to lesve as we were to 
see him go. Although he is doing well "Mn the Mail", he recommends that none 
leave the Air Corns. Lt. and Mrs. Munson gave an enjoyable Buffet Supper to 
the officers and ledies of the Air Corns before leaving. Carry on, Jeckt No 
more hallobulloo, for Ma doesn't like it, and the mail mst en on. 

We wish to vresent Lieuts. Robert E.L. Pritle, Wilbur Frickson, Ralph o. 
Brownfield, Ronald R. Welker, Donald E. Broughton and Guy F. Wix, Reserve oOffi- 
cers on active duty at this stetion, as receiving their Regular Army, Air Corvs, 
Commissions. Lieuts. Pritle and Ericson heeded the list of all appointees re- 
ceiving commission efter the last examinetion. Sad es it mey seem, lst Lieut. 
Guy Frost Wix, Air-Res., is now the lowest ranking officer of the Post. 

Lieuts. Leon R. Brownfield, of Winfield, Kenses; Chester P. Gilger, Enid, 
Oklahoma; and Wesley F. Phillippi, of Boise, Idaho, greduating, February 25th 
from Kelly Field, reported in today as Reserve Officers on 1 yr's. active duty 
with this Unit. Lieut. Brownfield is ea brother of Lieut. Ielph 0. Brownfield, 
who is also on duty at this station. 

The Squadron bowling team, consisting of Mr.Sgt. Ruef, Cpl. McClellan and 
Pvts. Eberling, Yopre and Colesi, commetinzg in the enlisted men's tournament, 
finished second on the Post. Set. Ruef end Pvt. Yopve, were selected for the 
All-Post Team. Sgt. Ruef showed merked ability as a consistent bowler through- 
out, finishing with an average score of 171. The officer, trurnament being 
unfinished, we are as yet unable tn name the plece our mineralite hurlers of 
the 2nd Cavalry Division, Aviation, will occupy. 

Major and Mrs. Soolrick entertained tne Officers and Ladies of the din 
Corps at dinner on Saturdey, March 2nd, conclucing by attending the Cavalry Club 
Dance. The excellency of the dinner was attested by all, even the bachelors, 
who will never take a chance, but eat at the mess before going to a dinner. 

On Merch 5th the Squadron left for two weeks' of zunnery practice at 
Galveston, Texas. ; 


Air Depot, Middletown, Pa., March lst. 





Lt.-Col. Ira F. Fravel returned to the Depot on Februery 27th, after com- 
pletion of the special Observation Course at Kelly Field. 
Lieut. McGregor ferried a PT training plane from Mitchel Field to this 
Depot on Feb. 5th for overhaul. 
Col. L.M. Yathaway, M.C., and Major Henry W. Yaims, in an 02-4, stovped at 
this station on a cross-country flight from Bolling Field to Phillips Field and 
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Middletown and return. ; wy 

Lieut. W.N. Amis, in an cxperimental Sikorsky Amphibian, landed at Olmsted 
Field, Feb. 15th, on his way from Wright Field to Curtiss Field, taking on sup- 
plies and fuel. “ 

Capt, G.T. Collar, in a PT-1, made ¢ training flight on Feb. 18th to 
Bolling Field and return. 

Major MoIntosh and Lieut. Barker, from the Chief's Office, flying an 02-1, 
were visitors at this Post on Feb. Oth. 

Lieut. F.0. Dice, Athletic Officer at Mitchel Field, with one passenger, in 
an QO-ll, and Lieut. S.M. Umstead, with seven passenzers (Mitchel Field's Basket- 
ball Team) in a C-1 transport, arrived at this Depot on Saturday afternoon, Feb. 
23rd. A good besketball game wes played in the Air Devot Gymnasium at 8:15 P.M., 
and Middletown was victorious, score of 54 to 41. 

During February the Middletown Aviators played Reading Professionals, Mc- 
Sherrystowm, Harrisburg Knights of Columbus, Olsen's Original Nordics (two 
games) ,Trenton (Americen League), and Mitchel Field, winning e11 games. 

Or: Februery 18th a test was made of the landing lights, which are on ser- 
vice test, and it was found necessery to make some rearrangement of the beams 
before another trial will be made. One warehouse must have a few lights instal]- 
ed to designate its position at the edge of the flying field, and the two large 
smokestacks of the Metropolitan Edison Company are not sufficiently light to be 
seen at night. A letter has been written to that Company asking that some sort 
of lights be placed thereon. After these changes are mede additional flights 
will be made. 

The We'fare Association of the Middletown Air Depot has been reorganized 
under the direction of the Commanding Officer and has recently increased its 
membership over 100%. 

It has been realized that a Welfare Association is of utmost importance; 
first, in its duties in the nature of welfare,- taking care of illness among 
employees and in caring for other charitable cases that may be brought to the 
attention of the Association; and, second, to create a mutual interest among 
the employees of the various departments which will create a higher morale and 
a closer cooperation. 

For some unknown reason the organization, which was in operation for a num- 
ber of years, had fallen by the wayside, and the members were gradually resign- 
ing, In the reorganization a new President was elected and a Board of Directors 
appointed, consisting of members from all the denartments of the post. Meetings 
were held with the Commanding Officer in order to determine gust what should be 
accomplished in order to increase the membership and devise ways as to how the 
organization could be of more mutual benefit to all concerned. . Diversified en- 
tertainments in which all could partiaipate with equal enjoyment, purchasing 
from recognized dealers in the vicinity with discounts, some system of insur- 
ance and summer picnics were some of the outstanding considerations. 

Through the combined efforts of the FBxecutive Committee, the President and 
the Commanding Officer the membership increased. A pley, a dance and a country 
store, were planned for Feb. 28th in the Post Gymnasium. Personnel taking part 
in the play have been faithfully practicing their parts. Local business houses 
kindly donated items of their merchandise to the Welfare Association to enable 
same to be sold at auction or by paddlewheel the envening of the 8th. A nun- 
ber of Insurance Companies sent their representative to confer with the Adju- 
tant in reference to a mutual). benefit insurance for the members of the Welfare 
Association, and while this has not yet been finally determined, negotiations 
are being made to receive the best possible coverege for the leest amount of 
expense to the employees. 

It is believed that after the play, which is to be given on Feb. 28th, ad-. 
ditional members will be enrolled from those who are at present in doubt as to 
the value to be received from such an organization. It is known that the re- 
organization of the Welfare Association will undoubtedly increase the morale 
and result in closer cooperation of the various depertments. 

Capt. Christine attended a meeting of the Federal Business Association in 
Yarrisburg, Pa., on February 4th. After the meeting Col. John W. Yeavey, Inf., 
Coordinator of the Third Area, visited this Depot and was taken through the 
shops and Depot Supply. He was pleased to see the extent of the operations of 
this post and the businesslike and orderly manner in which things were going on. 

Post No. 594, Americen Legion, of Middletown, Pa., entertained the offi~ 4» 
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cers of the Middletown Air Depot at an evening gathering end luncheon on Feb- 
ruery llth, an annual event with this Post, called "Aviation Night". Two ad- 
dresses were msde, one by Lieut. Yarris on "The Engineering Features of the 
Plight of the ‘Question Mark'", end the other by Cept. Christine, on "The Past 
Present and Future of the Middletown Air Depot". <A number of other guests were 


present who spoke highly of the Air Corps, although they were Reserve Officers 
from other Corps. 


Selfridge Field, Mt Clemens. Mich. Feb. Lath. 





One of the most unique an enjoyable: affairs held for the officers and 
ladies of the Post was a dinner and circus party, Friday, the 8th.. A bus was 
Chartered, and about fonty officers and ladies journeyed to Detroit. to attend 
the Shmine Circus, arriving about 7:00 P.M. The. Shriners served dinner, and 
then, everyone went into the "Big Top" and-occupied a Section of reserved seats, 

The ladies, of course, being in holiday mood, had to be supplied with the 
usual Circus accessories, such as "Pop", Peanuts, Popcorn and Balloons. . 

- Everyone enjoyed the circus very" much; and it was really one of the best 
the company had ever ‘seen... 

Capt. and Mrs. Ballantyne, Lieut. and Mrs. Warren, Lieuts. Black and Yode: 
entertained with a delightful card party. More than the usual number of guest:. 
were present. There being. many new features of entertainment than have hithert 
been furnished for these parties, everyone enjoyed it very much.-. 

Colonel and Mrs. Denforth left for the south on. two months! leave. Major 
Royce is. now in command, and under his able hand the Spunbathenn” will continue 
to "pursue", — site 

The following cross-country flights. were nade. by. savant of this field: 
Lieut. Elliott to Mitchel: Field, Feb. 17th returning Feb. 19th; Lieut. Cobb, tc 
Auburn, Ind., Feb. 20th, returning same day; Lieut... Kalberer, to Chicago, Feb. 
22, returning the 24th; Lieuts. Knox, Black, Crossthwaite, Prindle and Harding, 
to Mitchel Field, Feb. 22nd,; returning Feb. 24th; Lieut. Selzer, to Akron, Ohio 
Feb. 22nd, returning on the 24th; Lieut Rhudy, to Alma, Mich., with Major Roy« 
Feb. 23rd and 24th; Lieut. Moor to Toledo, Ohio,. Feb. 25th, returning on the 25} 
Major Royce and Lieut. Hine, to Ann Arbor, Mich., Feb. 27th, returning on the 
27th; Lieut. Moor, to Wright Field, Feb. 28th, returning same day; Lieut. 
Bartles, to Scott ‘Field with Pvt. McCallom, 57th.Sqd., March: ‘end, returning on 
the 3rd; - Lieut. Stenseth, to Bolling Field, March 3rd; Lieuts. Crosthwaite, 
Rhudy, Underhill, Kelberer and Knox to’ Chicago, Feb. 9th, returning the follow. 
ing day; Lieut. Harding,to Cincinnati, Feb. 9th, returning the following day; 
Lieuts. Robinson and Egan, to Americué, Ga.,; Feb. lth, returning the 18th; 
Lieuts. Morgan and Winefordner, to Louisville,Ky:, Feb. 16th, returning the 1? 
Lieuts. Abbott and Bartles to Wheeling, ¥. Va., Feb. 16th, returning the 17th. 

During a cross-country trip to Battle Creek, Mich., Feb. 18th, Sgt. Davis 
had a forced landing ina cemetery. His craft, was not domaged. and he returne: 
to. the field the same day. 

The. following pilots visited the field: 

Capt. Smith from Cleveland, (1l2th Obs.Sqd.) 4 Feb. 22nd; Lieuts. Lyon, Val 
tine and Zettle from Wright Field, Feb. lst; Set. Jackson from Chanute Field, 
Feb. Qnd. 

Seven more P-1Cs were received from Buffelo in the last two weeks and all 
were assigned to the 17th Squadron. Two 1 more arrived, ‘March 3rd and will also 
be assigned to the 17th. 

An Aerial Review consisting of six 0- 2s and 18 Pursuit ships held on Fel- 
ruary 9th, was followed by a similar one on the 15th. 

‘Major Royce accompanied. by Qnd Lieut. W.F. Murray, Air Res.,flew cross- 
country to Oscoda, Mich., on Feb. 9th. ‘Unable to start the ship, Lieut. Barr 

and St.Sgt. Walter Buff, 15th. Sad., went. to: Oscoda on Feb. 11th we started 
ship.. All returned that dey... 

Lieut. Irvin flew cross-country tw. Stout Field, Ind., red. ‘oth. Due to :f 
accident en route, thé plene wes shipped to Fairfield Air Depot, and Lieut. 
Irvin came back with Capt. Reynolds on Feb. 11th. 

Lieut.. Richards React et a.P-1 to rig Field, Feb. 14th, | returning on ti 
15th with a C-1. 

Lieut. Eubank Pir ised an 0- 2 to Wright. Field on Feb. 14th. 

Lieut. Schoenlein in P- 1B collided with. Lieut. Morgen in P-1C during Aer: 
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Review, Feb. 15th, smashtng tail of P-1C. Lieut. Morgan made successful jum; 
ship crashed 12 miles N. of Selfridge and was complete wreck. Lieut. Schoenlein 
landed, ship safely, injuries were to upner right wing and propeller. Both vilots 
uninjured, 

Lieut. Giovannoli flew cross-country to Lexington, %v., on the 16th. He 


*e 


damaged the landing sear and was instructed to report accident to the F.A.D. 


Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., March Sth. 





The first serious accident at this station occurred Monday, Feb: 25th, in 
the death of 2nd Lieut. Andrew D. Knox, Air-RNes. Lieut. Knox arrived here in 
November, 1968, end was assigned to the 27th Pursuit Sqvadron. This squadron 
was engaged in the service test of two exoerimental airplanes, equipped with 
the Curtiss V-1570, 600 H.P. motor. After the reguler Group flying on the after- 
noon of Feb. 25, Lieut. Knox took the XP-6 into the air on a service test flight. 
He was observed to be doing acrobatics at about 3000 feet end when next seen 
was in a power dive towards the hanzar line at a terrific rate of speed. The 
accounts of the witnesses vary as to the exact altitude at which something hap- 
oened to the plane, but it is evicent that between three and five hundred feet 
from the ground, the wings gave way. The plane hit the ground about 200 feet 
from the Operations Office, death being instantaneous. 

The loss of Lieut. Knox is deenly felt by all the officers at this Post, 
as during the time he had been here he hed shown himself to be a very capable 
flyer and his nersonality was such as to cause him to be well liked by all. 
Remains were sent to his home at Thief River Falls, Minnesota, accompanied by 
Lieut. Frank G. Irvin. 

Immediately after the accident an investigation was held by officers at : 
this field and Lieuts. Lyon and McCune also arrived from Dayton to co: duct an 
investigation from the vievmoint of the Fnginecring Division. Mr. Casey Jones 
of the Curtiss Company also visited the field to get as much information as 
possible regarding the accident. 

Lieut. Harry A. Jonnson, Air Corps, who was on duty at the Engineering 
Division at Dayton, returned. to this field to assune again his duties as Com- 
manding Officer of the 94th Pursuit Squadron. Wis duty at Dayton was in con- 
nection with the attemot to bresk the existing eltitude record. While unsuc- 
cessful, we all hove that he mey be eble to try it sgain with better success 
in the neoer future. 

Cant. Victor H. Strehm, Air Corps, the wejl known Adjutant ond Operations 
Officer at this field, is at vresent confined to his quarters with dipththeria. 
Several of the officers who visited Cept. Strahm during the ecrly part of his 
sickness before it was diagnosed as dipththeria are also suffering somewhat 
from large shots of antitoxin. Just where Cept. Strahm contracted this malady 
is a matter of conjecture by all. 

This field is to receive in the near future eleven recent graduates of the 
Advanced School at Kelly Field. Lieuts. Lowry and Harvey, Air-Res., heve al- 
ready revorted. 

The Post Basiretball season at this station came to an end after a very close 
race. The 94th Squadron finally won tne Post chempionship, leading the 57th 
Squedron by only one game. A picked teem is now being selected from all the 
Post teams to represent Selfricge Field. This teem will be coached by Lieut. 
Harding and will represent this station at the Corps Area Tournament at Jeffer- 
son Berracks, Missouri, March 24th. ; 

The social activities at tnis station are taking ine new activity under 
the guidance of a Post Entertainment Cormittee, epoointed by the Officers! Club. 
The annual Masquerade Bell was held under the direction of the Officers! Club 
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on February 2lst and was a successful affair in every»way. The variety of cos- 
tumes, the good music and beautiful decorations of the Club,eli made it a very 
fine occassion. LTievt. Bleck won first orize for the funniest costume, repre- 
senting a successful follower of the races. Mrs. Strahm won the first ladies! 
orize as having the most beautiful costume. Before masks were taken off, prizes | 
were awarded for those who could guess the names of the most nveople who wore : 
masks and tis prize was won by Lieut. Harrington. 

The regular bi-weekly mixed caré party was held at the Officers Club on the | 
26th of Februery. Cant. and Mrs. Johnston, Lieut. and Mrs. Rogers, Lieuts. Wurt | 
smith and Morsen were the hosts and hostesses for the evening. These card par- 
ties serve to bind up a closer sociel feeling on the Post, by giving all an op- 
portunity to meet once every second week and ere nroving very delightful affairs 

A creat many of the officers attended the Reserve Officers! Party held at 
the Canadian Legion Hall in Windsor on the evening of the 22nd. 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texes, March lst. 





lst Lieut. Benjamin B. Cassidary, A.C., received orders directing him to 
proceed to his new station - March Field, Calif. Lieut. Cassidey has been an 
officer of this Field since July 7, 1926, and while here, was graduated from 
the Observation Course on March 1, 1927. He was appointed Secretery of the 
A.C.A.F.S., on March lst, 1927, and performed that duty until January 20, 1929, 
on Which date he was relieved and lst Lieut. Arthur Thomas, A.C., apnointed 
Secretary and Commandant of Cadets. 

Lieut. Cassiday was very ponular emong the versonnel of the Field, and it 
is regretted that he must take his deperture, However, as the Lieut.'s home is 
in California, he will be haopy to return to the Land of Golden Sunshine. He 
carries with rim the "Good Will" of the entire Post. 

Caot. William E. Lynd, A.C., wes relieved as Director of Training, A.C.A.F. 
and Capt. John I. Moore, appointed Director, effective January 16, 1929.. lst 
Lieut. George ¥. Beverly, A.C., was eppointed Senior Instructor, vice, Capt. 
Moore, relieved. 

It was contemmlated that the students of this school, together with the 
necessary flying equipment, instructors and mechanics, would be detailed to 
participate in the Air Corps Maneuvers in the 5th Corps Area, during the month 
of Mey. However, the Chief of the Air Corps has reversed this decision, due to 
the fect that Flying Cadets, while traveling by air, cen be vaid but one dollar 
($1.00) per day and es this amount is not sufficient to meet the cxpenses of 
the travel involved, the Advanced Flying School would not be called upon to 
participate. 


Feirfield Air Depot, Fairfield, Ohio, March 8th. 








On Februery 18th, 2nd Lieut. Ches. W. O'Connor niloted a Curtiss 0-1 air- 
plane fron this Field to Boston, Mass., delivering the same to General Brown. ; 

Lt. Chas. W. O'Connor is now on leave of absence and has gone to Hicksville, 
Long Island, for the purpose of piloting to this field Mrs. %'Conror and their 
two daughters, Patricia and Jane. Patricia is akout two years old and Jane was 
brought by the Stork last December. 
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